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A PLAIN, EARNEST ADDRESS 


Duly to conſider what they are by Nature, and what 
they muſt be by Grace, before they can be ſaved. 


— 


5 | 
UNDER THE FOLLOWING HEADS: 


I. Of Original. Sin, and its || III. Of believing in Chriſt 
dreadful Fruits and Effects, as for our whole Sa:vation. 
the Cauſe of all actual Sin and IV. The Neceſfity of Sancti- 


- ner. | 1 fication as a Meetneſs for Hea- 
II. The Neceſſity, Nature, ven, and the great Danger of 
and Effects of Regeneration, or || reſting on asEEMIN d, or falſe 

Gas born again of the Spirit of | Converſion, „ 


| ” 
ro WHICH 18 appeD, 7 : 8 

Which will ſerve tor a Family, or Private Perſon, for 
| Morning and Evening. 
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Found amongſt the Papers of the Author after his Deceaſe. 


THE THIRD EDITION» 


Mat ſball it profit a Man if he gain the whels Werld and lo 
his own Soul? Mark vi: WW --: 25 * 8 
ö The Carnal Mind is Eamity againſt God. Rom, viii, 7. 
Ey Nature, Children of Wrath. Eph. ii. 3. 


3 ae we Verily, verily 1 ſay unto thee, Except a Man be 
born again, he cannot ſee the Kingdom of God, He that believeth + 
en the Son of God, bath ewerlaſting Life. John iii. 3 35 
This is the Will of God, even your Sauctiſication. 1 The, iv. 3. | 
, Without Holineſs no Man bal! ſce the Lord. Heb. xii. 14. 
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THE INTRODUCTION. 


TT is not from a deſign to offend, er 


dreadful ſtate of man by original and 
actual fin: No; but from a compaſſio- 
nate ſenſe of their miſerable ſtate, and 


8 point out their dreadful diſeaſe, in hopes 


ſalvation while the day of ſalvation laſ- 


God, if this night my ſoul ſhould' be 


required? Theſe are queſtions of ſuch 
importance, that did not fin and Satan 


blind the mind and harden the heart, it 


| would be impoſſi ble for an immortal 


ſoul to be at peace, until it had ſome 
a comfortable, Saco e e of its 
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to expoſe the miſeries and follies of 
mankind, that I attempt to ſhew the 


love to their immortal ſouls, would 155 


rhat ſome will hereby be moved to flee - : 1 
from the wrath to come, and to ſeek for 


teth, before the ni ight of death cometh, £24 © 
- when no man can work. Oh! that 4 

ſome may be moved to aſk themſelves | 
ſeriouſly, What muſt I do to be ſaved ?, 

Where and how am I to dwell in the © 
endleſs ages of eternity? Am I now in 
a ſtate fit to die, or to dwell with a holy 
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. peace. If any allow that their 
5 ſtate i is not ſafe, I would aſk them when 
| 14 intend to attempt this great work 
of ſal vation. If they can put it off from 
day to day, while they know not but 
this may be their laſt, their ſtate i is dread- 
3 ful indeed! _ 
I have two requeſts to Ov of the 
Reader; one is not to condemn or: 
throw aſide this plain, friendly Ad- 


| dreſs, until yon have deeply conſi- 
gered its important contents, and dili- 
1 gently compared it with God's holy 
word, the only rule of all Chriſtian 
—_ faith and practice. And the other is, to 


beg of God that the bleſſing and teach- 


ing of his Spirit may accompany the 

_- reading of it, and ſanctify and apply it 
to your heart, and teach you to know 
and believe the truth as it is in Jeſus, 


, EL 


1 


in a ſaving manner. I have no hope of 
its uſefulneſs, but from the grace and 
teaching of the Spirit of God. O Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, . thy Toirie.: may ſo 
. bleſs, ſanctify and apply this to every 
Reader's heart, that it may be a word 
of conviction, converſion, and edifica- 
n to many ſouls, and to thy glory 
| in their falvation, for thy name and me- 
ws lake, AMEN... 5 . 
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| Thedreadful Nature and re. * . 
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„% FINAL 2 
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| 4 the knowledge of oufſelves. 
of our T allen Pay of y nature, and. how we are to 
be renewed by IR as to be ſaved. Till we 
&now: our 
to de reſtored; The whole need not a phyfisian, 


but the fick, ſays Chriſt. Till we know. 7, feel 1 | 
the diſeaſe, we {ag Feek for a Cure. That man 


* 


is fallen from God into the image of Satan, the ſcrip- 


ture and all experience teſtify abundantly. The 1 
account of this fall we have in Gen. ni. -And #8 $45] 


Gen. iv. and vi, we have ſome of the dreadful E& 
and Fruits af this dreadful fall, in Cairns killing per 


brother; and the horrid wickedneſs of man Was 16. -: 
great, that God deſtroyed. the whole world by a flood, 5, vl 
except Noah and his family. God ſaw that "he Wiek. 
edneſs of man was great, and that ewery imagination + 
the Woughts e his' Heart WAS only. evil COnkz nually,. "LE 3] 
* 5 8 in che 1 rer, 21, God ſaid, 3s 4M 
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warn, 


MKE are to grand Cath dmidfed Pet 


1 Kae by fin, we never ſeek 
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+: that the heart of man and its imaginations are evil from 
his youth; and Jer. xvii. 9. The heart is deceitful | 
Abbe all things, and defperately wicked, who can know 
itt Behold, I was ſhapen in iniquity, and in ſin did 
m) motber conceive me, Pſalm li. 5. Thus we are 
_Mildren of wrath, haters of God, his ways, commands, 
_ Molineſs, &c. Yea the carnal mind, which is in every 
man by nature, is enmity againſt God, Rom. viii. 7, 
Ih)he ninth article of the Church of England-declares 
10 


his ; alſo in her oſſice of Baptiſm declares, That 
men are conceived and born in fin, and that none 
can enter the kingdom of God, except he be regene. 
rate and born of the ſpirit,” &c. Tis from this 
I dreadful fountain of original fin and corruption, 
ſpring all actual fins and rebellions againſt God, and 
all the horrid wickedneſs that the world abounds with, 
| The ſeeds of all ſin come with us into the world. 
* 7 This is eaſily ſeen in young children; their ſtrong 


* 
92 


paſſions, obſtinacy, ſtriving to have their WILIs in 
Et F e as they grow, theſe ſeeds of original 

„corruption ſpring up into the dreadful fruits of pride 
= envy, luſts, and every thing which God hates and 
forbids, and is ruinous to their own ſouls, in ſome 
more, otheis to aleſs degree. Tis greatly to be la- 
3 , memes, thay moſt parents, inſtead of doing all the 


£ 


|” * © increaſe all theſe evils in them, by gratifying all their 


chief cauſe of the uncommon wickedneſs of this age; 
tze amazing impudence, pride, luſts, and outrageous 
F \{ finfulneſs of moſt young people. Oh! what a dread- 

ful account muſt parents give; tis doing all in their 


C3 


= Power to ruin them, both. in body and ſoul ; and -I 


N 


fear many children will at the laſt day lay their dam- 


4 0 WY * 0 


nation to their parents chargne. 

5p * But blindneſs of heart in parents prevents their ſee · 

ing this as any evil, alſo that inſatiable love of pln | 
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fare which thenindulge them in as far as they cams 
Who would believe that Chriſt commanded ſelf-denial, 
mortification, bearing the croſs, crucifying'the fleſh, 
with all its affections and luſts, deadnefs tothe world, 
cutting off right hands, plucking out right eyes, 
forſaking all to follow him? Or who could-poſhbly 
ſuppoſe, that this preſent age profeſs to own or be- 
lieve in ſuch a. Saviour? or that ſuch. have promiſed 
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to madneſs, to the deſtroying of health, waſte of time, 
din ol eltate; ſacrificing every thing to the gts: 
ing the corrupt deſires of the fleſh; impatient of all RES 
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7 — things ſhall enter into the 


. ofthis world (Satan) has fo 


ave not brought into ation; the Aütsss of the 
Heart is amazing, deſperately wicked; unknown to all 
Hut the great God; as u fountain ſends up water con- 
. tinuatly, ſo does ſin in the heart of man. Let any ſe. 
1 take a view of the ways und lives of the- 
lity of all forts, and Tee whether this is not the 

Truth z and bow Abis agrees with the feripture account 
of men in Gen. vi. 5, II, Iz, viti. 21. Jer. xvii. 9 
und our Lord's words, Mark vii. 20, 22, 23 · Out 
ale heart ' proceed cod - thoughts, adulteries, Fornica- 
diess, murders, hefrs, co cron, withedn;/3, * 2x - 


Eri, lachuiay/nee; an a oye, dhv. Fride, oa. 


8 Ihe blindneſt of the theares is alſo the effet of ori- 
gina! ſin; ſo blind and ignorant are men of themſelves 
as to know nothing aright of their hearts, they ſee 
not their wretched fate, that they are flaves to Satan, 
to their own luſts, pride, paſſions, ſelf. will, fee not 
- any gteat ham in all they do, think all js right that 
they have a mind ts, are advocates for fin, plead for 
every luſt," ſee not how they, offend God., care not for 
— God's commands, will not believe that he is difpleaf- 
© or chat he WM. cendemm them for ſin, thro* blind- 
neſs think the hleſſed God and his ways are fimifar ta 
theirs, though bis Holy word declares” againſt them, 
tondemns afl fach ways, and 4 ET who do ſuch . 
of God, that 75. 
| picked Hall be turned into bell 225 al the nations who 
Ga 4 Cor. 41. 6, g, 10. and Pſalm ix. 1). 
Vet they put a lie upon Ges word, believe not God 
Will puniſh as he days! the heart is ſo hard, that they 
feur not God, nor his threatuings, but go on to 
reaſure op wrath .apainſt the d "wrath, the God 
8 minds, 55 
he word and goſpe fs hif to mem,“ 2 Cor, iv. BF 
they diſcern net iritugl things, they ſeem fooliſhneſs 
0 Nes, 1 Cor. . 44. Sin and its | depeicfatneſs has 
J hardened chem, that Satan leads them captive at 
/ his will, 2 Tim. ii. 26. Apiritual, blindneſs and hard- 
neſs of heart is the moſt dreadful * in this 
— Rs 1 FE | 2 


; 


— * 


By original ſin the will of man is turned and bent 
entirely from God, inſtead of cleaving to God, de- 
lighting to do his will, he hates the will of God, and 
ſets up his'own will againſt it; from hence ariſe en- 
mity againſt God, diſregard to God's glory and his 
commands; he pays no homage to the Great Gd 
who made him, upholds him, and beſtows every bleſ- 
fing upon him that he enjoys; he diſbelieves his word, 
hates his precepts, his. worſhip, and will not have 
Chriſt to reign over him, but will be his own maſter, 
follow the bent of his own will, chooſe the ſervice of MY 
Satan, whoſe works they do with readineſs and delight, - Wi 
John viii. 41, 44- © His will is his law, all the motive . i 
of his actions is this; *tis my will, I have a mind to 
do it.“ Self- love, ſelf will, ſelf-pleafing, are the natunk 
ral man's grand idols. SELF is fet up in his heart, il 
Inſtead of God; to pleaſe Self, under one ſhape or | 
other, all his actions tend; ſelf- pride, (ſelf-eſteem, ſelf- - 
credit, ſelf-conceir, Self is all in all: hence he cares 
not for God, has no fear of him, ſays to the Almighty,: 
«© Depart, for I deſire not the knowledge of thy ways: 
and, what is the Almighty that we ſhould Terve him, 
and what profit ſhould we have if we pray unto him,“ 
Job xxi; 14, 15. See alſo Pſalm x. 4, 5. Self. wil! If 
ſubmits not to God, but follows its own bent. This Þ 
dreadful apoſtacy of the will is downright rebellion 
againſt God and his glory; thus they that are after 
the fleſh, do mind only tbe things of the fleſh, and 3 
the carnal mind is enmity againſt God, Rom. vii. „ 


This original fin has corrupted the heart and will of IM 
man; from hence it is, that all the defires and affet- | 
tions are ſet on earthly things; hence it is, that 'God 5 

zs robbed of his honour and ſervice from man, and the _ 
Devil is obeyed and ſerved: this is the ſpit which rul- 

eth and worketh in the children of diſobedience, Eph. 
ii. 2. Satan ſtirs them up to all pride, lofts, wicked 
1 covetouſſeſs, inſatiably raging after plei- 

ſures, falſely fo called, every thing Which is worldly, 

ſenſual, deviliſh, &c; draws the carnal mind, and ſe | 
E 4 . ROE Re "Wi *H 
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: | a am 3 I | 
Vill ſo eagerly, that they are.reſtleſs. aſter every vain 
imagination and whim; days and nights, months and 
Poears, are ſpent in a round of divetſions, ſeeking reſt 
and finding none; one gratification only makes them 
more eager for Another, and tho” they are always diſ- 
appointed im all, they never anſwer their expectations, 
yet they are ſo blinded that they never ſee the cheat; 
never enquire to the purpoſe what is the cauſe that 


© ' they are never ſatisfied, never eontented, ba: all their 


remedy is to ruſh more and more into theſe deluſions 
Called pleaſure, that they may not reflect on their reſt- 
Teſs. miſery and continual diſappointment ; Satan ſtirs 
up their paſſions and tempts them to believe, that this 

And that vanity will delight them, and there is nothing 


> — : ſo whimfical or filly which they are not flaves to, yet 


never reflect that all is vanity and vexatioa of ſpirit, 
cannot yield any contentment. or ſatisfy the immortal 
Joul of man, no more than the eaſt wind can ſatisſy 
hunger, or paiated water can.quench thirk, or paint- 
ed fire warm and give heat to us when cold. Vet 
© {except a few) old and young, great and ſmall, are 
| driven On by their own luſts and D ſſi ons, aud Satan, 5 
Who leads them captive at his will ; old people, jult 
dropping into. che grave, iato eternity —are as cager as 
ever, {ome even in the arms of death! But how 
Steatly is 7 to be lamented, that children are earl7 
inſtructed it theſe ſoul deluſions ! are not only brought 
up in pride, ſelf-will, &c. but led to plays, cards, 
"riots, and every vanity Which may draw them from 
any fear of God, beget in them an early ſtrong paſſion 
_ after every thing called pleaſure, ſo that their yquth- 
ful minds are tainted with every thing which make 
them hate religion, God's ſervice, and not taught 
what wonld make them uſeful to others, or comforta- 
ble to thaynſelves. This is devoting them early to 
Satan as it were, and laying a foundaticn for their 
miſery and ruin in this world and the world to 
_ © God commands that children be hrought up in god- 
' "ineſs, even in childhood 3 this reverſes .the command 
5 1 os hs ON Os . 
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and maltes them deviate early to Satan; yet theſe very . 
people would have their children baptized, and before 
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God, promiſed to have them renounce the devil and i: 
his-works, the pomps and vanities of this world, and bo 
the luſts oft the fleſn, and to follow Chrift in ſanctity, 9 


mortification, holineſs, &c. Oh! ſhocking impiety, 
and grofs: hypocrify, to mock God and ruin their 
immortal ſouls I—Nay, how many at church pretend 
to- pray to be delivered from theſe deceits of the 
world, ftefls and the devil; yet ſo far from meaning 
any. ſuch thing, that they defigr to live in theſe de- 
ceits, and would: not part with them on any account. 
Nay, how many of theſe in the holy ſacrament tell 
God, that the burden of theſe: their ſins is intole- 
rably grievous, that they are forry for them, repent of 
them, lament them, &. and then offer body and, ſoul 
to God as a living ſacrifice to his ſervice, . &c.“ yet 
mean not, nor intend any ſuch thing, but intend to 
go om in the uſual round when the ſolemnity is over. 
Oh! what vile hypocriſy is this! as if the holy God, 
who ſeeth the heart could be deceived; or that ſach - 
a heart-ſcarching God was pleaſed” with lip ſervice, 
when the heart is far from him. This is addiag 
fin. to ſin, and the Lord hath declared, that tis 
what he hates, tis an abomination to him.—See Ifaiah i. - 
Ezek. xxxiii. 31. and Jer. vii. Tho this is meant 
| chiefly> of: thoſe of the Church of England, yet the 
caſe is much the ſame among many Diffenters; IT 
3 they have more light than others, they are the more 
b inexcuſable if they have not more” of the power of 
godlinefs. 5 VVV 


I ſpeak not theſe things to offend any, but have at- 
tempied to poĩat out the dreadful diſeaſe, hoping, ſome. ' i 
will be: enabled” to profit by it; to cry dat to thoſe 
who are poſting to eternal deſtruction, to ſtop a mo;  __ i 
ment, and conſider their ways, for the end of theſe 
things is eternal death. I hold oat this horrid fright- 
ful picture of original ſin, and its conſequences, that 
ſome may ſee it and flee from the wrath to come. I 


. ˙ f , 


know how an evil practiee blinds and deceives, that 
Pop Fe 


Js OS Crs; }+ 8 
moſt cannot ſee much harm in a life of ſenſual plea- 
ſures, and are ever pleading for it; but Chriſt's doc- 
trine calls us from all worldly and fleſhly vanities, from 
Satan's deluſions and ſlavery; to be new creatures, to 
deny ourſelves, to be dead to the world, to bear the 

_  crols, to live to God's glory. The word of God tells 

us, ** that. thoſe. who live in pleaſure are dead while 
they live; and that the friendſhip of this world is en- 
mity with God.“. James iv. 4. And, lovers of plea- 
_ ſure more than lovers of God, conclude that black 
liſt of finners, 2 Tim. iii. 4 firſt; verſes. If any man 
love the world, or things of the world, the love of 
God is not in him, 1 John, ii. 1x. 
But ' tis not among the rich and great alone that fin 


and wickedneſs abound.; the lowelf, meaneſt people, 


are as n Se by nature and practice; though 
theſe cannot live in ſenſual-pleaſares to ſuch a degree, 
yet, moſt of them envy thoſe Who do. How few 
among the poor fear and love God! but few who are 
pious, holy, looking . unto God to ſanctify their low 
condition, and by prayer and ſupplication making 
- their wants known unto God, and ſeeking to be rich 


and happy in eternity; inſtead of this, what horrid 


impiety and profaneneſs, what groſs wickedneſs, blaſ- 
phemy, envy, pride and Med to God and his will, 
3s to be found. among them! What St: Paul ſays, 

- Rom, iii. 14, 16, 17, 18, is the dreadful ſtate of moſt, 
. defiruttion and. miſery are in ibtir 'ways.: ( the way of 

peace they have not known there is no fear of God 
Before their eyes. Oh! what deſtruction, miſery and 
ruin has original fin brought into the world I— It hath 
made the world a ſcene of miſery, a dreadful tragedy, 


a2 world of woe, a land of ſorrow, full of labonr, diſ- 
treſs, 2 * and horrors: like a great bedlam, all diſ- 
_ trafted, mad after idols, their luſts, pride, profits, 

pleaſures, &c. Theſe are the gods moſt worſhip, 
m which they delight. But I could earneſtly beg of 


all to confder how they ſhall live in a dreadful, end- 
Ileſs eternity, ſtripp'd and ſeparated from all theſe be- 


loved enjoyments; if they be unhappy without them, 
e FER 2, WOW . 
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now; how will they then ſpend a long night in eternity 
without them? I am unwilling to ſpeak of thoſe re- 
gions of eternal miſery, where there are only tor - 
ments, weeping, wailing, &c. where the Devil will 
for ever mack and torment thoſe whom he hath de- 
luded. As to heaven, *tis impoſſible an unregenerate 
ſoul can dwell. there; this would be to them a 
kind of hell; ſuppoling their | fins were forgiven, 
pet their natures are unholy, all their diſpoſitions! are 
oppoſite to God. The preſence of an infinitely holy. - 
God would torment them. The - holineſs, purity, 
employ, company, and enjoyments of heaven, they 
would loath and abhor; for want of an holy nature, 
a heavenly diſpoſition of ſoul to delight in God, 
heaven would be a real torment to- them. This 
may he evident to reaſon; is it not a wearineſs to 
them to attend an hour in God's ſervice? the form 
of godlineſs is a trouble to them, but the power of 
it they hate, cannot bear, it raiſes their averſion 
and indignation, think it rank enthufiaſm-and hypo-. 
criſy. What a ſlavery and diſtreſs would it be to car- 
nal perſons to be but two or three hours among truly 
ſanctified, godly people, to pray unto, praiſe aud glo- 
rify the blefſed God in a ſpiritual manner? What a 
torment then muſt 6 * to ſuch 5 ww bn og with 
angels and plorified ſpirits, who reſt not day: and 
== niche, N x bole holy, holy, Lord Gol N55 e 
mighty! Rev. iv. 8, 10, 11.—v. It, 12, 13, 14. 
Their ſouls in a flame of ſacred fire, in an extaly and 
tranſport of divine love cannot: ceaſe rejoicing in 
God; praifing and glorifying the Eternal Majeſty, . . 
| Who there diſplays the full blaze of his glory in Ham- 
ing holineſs, What . reliſh could unſan&ified fouls. « 
| baye for ſuch exerciſe? Alas! it would 'diſtreſs and 
torment them to ſee the bleſſedneſs of others; it 
would raiſe their envy and hatred, and increaſe their 
iaiſery. Even here a ſhadow of holineſs diſturbs them, 
they hate even thoſe who are godly, and the more 
| they reſemble Jeſus n in the temper of theis 4 
N CCF 
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minds, the more they deſpiſe them. Nay, Chrift 
Himſelf, the bleſſed incarnate God, they hate; and 
all that relate to him; how then can they be happy 
with one they hate? So true is it, that without 
holineſs no man can ſee the Lord. A new nature, 
& change of heart, a heavenly diſpoſition, a love to 
_ Chriſt, a ſupreme delight in God, there muſt be, 
before any ſoul can be happy, even' in heaven itſelf. 
Oh! that it may pleaſe the Lord, that ſome by ſeeing 
this may be moved to ſeek a new nature in Chriſt, be- 
fore they go hence and be no more ſeen. 
Tis ſin has brought a curſe upon the earth: all the 
convulſions of nature, ſtorms, earthquakes, peſtilences, 
- plagues of fire, floods, wars, &c. are all the effects of 
Kn, the tokens of an offended God, who, by theſe calls 
upon the world . e before tis too late, Rom. i. 
x8. I know tis ſaid, Theſe are ſecond cauſes, &c,— 
But are not the ſecond cauſes under the direction of 
the ſupreme Firſt Cauſe? who uſes them as his inſtru- 
ments to execute his ſovereign will. But the evil 
world will not own God in any thing. Lord, when 
thy hand is lifted up they will nat fat” Iſaiah xxvi. 
11. Nay, they have belied the Lord, and ſaid, Tis 
not he. Jer. v. 12. E FEY 5: TT: 
Tis original fin brought death and all diſeaſes into 
he body of man. This is ſeen in the death of chil-⸗ 
| dren. Ia Adam all die, x Oor. xv. 22. By man 
- came death, 1 Cor. xv. 21. All the terrible pains 
and diſeaſes, ſickneſs, ſorrows, and at laſt death, rot- 
ftteenneſs and the grave are the fruits of fin. Death 
to the body, and eternal death to the foul, unleſs re- 
_ © deemed by the precious bloed of Chriſt, *The wager 
of nu is dearh, Rom. vi 23.— Oh! what hath fin 
| * 0 che horrid miſchief, miſery, and wondrous 
wia fin has wrought! See what a picture of it the 
Apoſtle draw in the heathen world, Rom. i, from the 
zb ch verſe zo the end and chap. iii. from the gth rower/t 
zock, and Oh! chat this picture was not ſo very much 
mie the chriſtian world, as it is callee. 
I have been thus long and particular upon the deadly 
nature and effects of original ſin, becauſe ng} ove 
EE, * 5 - have. 
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have the true knowledge of this dreadful fountain off MI 
all evil, being ſo blind in heart that they diſcern not 
their wretched ſtate, I have attempted to point it out, . 


for *cill- men know their own diſeaſe, way þ ſeek not 


for cure. I hope many would be alarmed, did they 7 / 
truly know their miſery : in hopes of this I have at- 
tempted to ſhew it, that they might be moved to ſeek | 


to be renewed by grace, and gladly embrace that bleſ- 
ſed ſalvation freely given by Jeſus Chriſt. This wilF 
alſo diſplay that infinite mercy, grace and love of God, 
in ſaving ſuch wretched, loſt finners, by free grace, 
and ſhew the infinitely amazing love and mercy of 
God in providing ſuch precious falvation; which E 
ſhall next attempt to point out by Regeneration, or 
being born of the Spirit, Faith in our Lord Jeſps 
Chriſt, and ſanctification of the Spirit : And bſeſfed 
is he that believes and repents—But how fpall thoſe: 
1 eben 73 refuſe, or. neglect, ſo great ſalvation? 
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T His is that great myſterious work of the Spifie 
of God upon the ſoul, whereby it is quickened;- 
or raiſed from a death of ſin; by this tis begotten by, 
or born of, the ſpirit of God, creating the ſoul anew, 
imparting a principle of ſpiritual life. This important 
work is compared to the teſurrection of the body, 
Epheſ. i. 20, and chap. ii. 1 *Tis the refürrection 
of a dead ſoul by the inward vital operation of the ſpi- 
rit of God. Iis ſo vaſtly important, that our Lord 
aſſures us in the moſt ſalemn manner, Verily, veriſy, 
Jay unta thee, except a man be born again of. water, 
and of the: ſpirit, he cannot ſee, or enter into, the king- 
dom of Gad, John iii. 3, 5. Except the ſoul: be 
-  quickened,. the mind enlighiened, the will . | 
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The ignorance of Nicodemns in theſe things 
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{ome in early youth, others in more advanced age 3 
C . OS. thus 
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e | = 
- in ſome thawork ſeems more sr 8 von- _ 
'derful, in others leſs diſcernable; vet the” effects are | 
the ſame in all; Tie a birth from above; *tis a new cre- 9 
ation in the ſoul; tis a renewal of the will, imparting - n 
new principles, 'a new heart, new affections, and {pi- | 

ritual life, whereby the ſoul is enabled to live unto , 

God. *Twas by the work of the ſpirit in conviction, 
that the trembling jailer was drawn to ery out, What 
muſt I do to be ſaved, Acts xvi. 20, 30. and this work 

of Regeneration opened Lydia's heart, that ſhe at - 
tended unto the things which were ſpoken of Paul, 

Acts xvi. 14. twas conviction ifſuing in regeneration 
cauſed that pricking in the hearts of thoſe in Acts 
i. 37. when Peter preached, fo that they cried, - 
„ Wha: ſhall wwe do? This brings light into the 1 
mind; which enables to diſcern its wretched tate; 
this diſcovers the dreadful corruptions in the 1 
its finfulneſs, enmity to God, blindneſs. and i 
rance of divine things: this convinces the ſoul o 80, 5 
awakens conſcience, and from a ſenſe of its miſery 
and wretchedneſs moves the ſoul to cry unto God, to 
'breathe after God: “ Behold be prayeth,” Acts ix. 11. 
Thus a regenerate ſoul ſeeks after God, ſeeks to ob- 
tain his favbur, and enjoys his preſence. Nor can 
any come unto Chriſt, believe on him, or receive 
him, John vi. 44, 45, but ſuch as «© ARE born, 
not of the will + of man, but 7 God,” © John, 1 2 
This . opens the eyes of the "underſtanding, 6 df. 
cern the wonderful things of God: this nag üs 
from darkneſs to light, from the power of Satan anto 
God, Acts xxvi. 18. This great work ſeparates us 
from Satan's family, and makes us children of God, 
By this he gives us that new heart and ſpirit, and 
writes his law in our hearts, puts his fear in our 
"ons after ſ rinkling us with this clean water, of 
generation char we may be clean, Ezek. xxxvi. 25, 
26 25 27. By this God puts his ſpirit within us, whi C 
imparts ſpiritual life, and is the principle of all grace 
in the ſoul. By this the heart is changed, the rebel- 
ious will, which before hated God and his ways, is 
| B - 1 


tre 
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now beat towards him, and cries, | Lord, what 
ewilt thou have me to do From hence follows a 
change in the affections to delight in God in the inner 
man, a drawing of the ſoul to him, deſiring to obe 
5 his holy name, and is troubled and diſ- 
treſſed that there are yet remains of fin in him anſyb- 
dued. This important wor K'is inward, ſpiritual, upon 


the heart, will, underſtanding, creating us anew, in a 


Tikenels unto God, a conformity to his will, not an 
outward reformation only, which many deceive them- 
ſelves by, and miſtake for it. It was a moſt ſevere 
rebuke to Nicodemus, ** Art thou a Maſter in Iſtael, 


; and knoweſt not theſe tbings?“ No one can tell 
what it is, unleſs this work is wrought in them, much 


leſs teach it to others in a ſpiritual manner; tis unſeen 
and ſpiritual; No man knoweth the things of God, 


but by the ſpirit of God; the natural man cannot diſ- 
dern them, they are fooliſhneſs unto him, nor can be 
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hearing the word read or. preached, both the law 


know them, becauſe they are ſpiritually 5 diſcerned; 


but God has revealed them unto us by his ſpirit, 


1 Cor. ii. 10, 11, 12, 14. And to all the cavils the 
world makes againſt theſe myſteries, we may reply in 
dur Lord's words, John iii. 11. Yerily we. ſpeał 


that we do know, and teflify that we baue ſeen.” 
The ſpirit .uſes various means in this work, oftimes 


and the Goſpel, afflitions, awakening providences, 


* 
$ 


&c though the means be various, yet the effects are 
the ſame in all, quickening the ſoul which was dead in 


treſpaſſes and fins, making it a new creature, a child 
of God, born of his ſpirit, without which it can ne- 


- 
a 
* 


* 
. 


ver truly repent, believe, know God, or itſelf, nor can 


be in a ſtate of grace here, or enter the kingdom of 
Form hereafter. Some good natured qualities and 


moral virtues, reaſon, and worldly wiſdom, have been 


dreſs'd up in the room of this great work, which de- 


ceive many ſouls, ſomething like converſion, which is 


* s 


- 
* 
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. —Thus many are almoſt Chriſtians who are never really 


. * 


not real converſion, a mere ſhadow inſtead of the ſub- 
Nance, &c. all that is born of the fleſh is fleſh.” 
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ſo; ſome are near the kingdom of God who never 
enter therein. IE | | 
*'Tis the want of this work on the hearts of worldly 
people which renders them incapable of diſeęrning or 
reliſhmg the wonderful things of God; *tis for want 
of this they are led ſlaves to ſin, led captive by Satan; 
they are eager, after pleaſures, profits, &c. poſting to 
daſtruction, regardleſs of the welfare of their immortal 
. ſouls, blind in heart, dead to God, &c. The ſerip- 
ture cries to ſuch, Why will ye die? turn ye, turn 
ye! let the wicked forſake his way and turn to the 

Led, and he will have mercy upon him; will abun- 
_ dantly pardon, nay, tho' their ſins are like ſcarlet, 

they ſhall be white as ſnow: why will ye ſpend your 
money for that which is not bread, for that which ſa- 
tisſieth not; hearken.unto me, incline your ear and 
come, and your ſoul ſhall live.“ Ifaiah lv. 2, 3, 7. 
Ezek. xxxiii. 11. Alſo, our Lord came to fave ſin- 

ners, to call them to repentance, to offer pardon, peace 
and eternal life to all who repent, &c. but tells them, 


that unleſs they do repent they ſhall all periſh. Luke | 


- Xiit.-3,.5. Oh! that ſach would deeply attend and 
. conſider our Lord's ſolemn words, What ſhall it 

profit a man to gain the whole world and loſe his im- 
mortal ſoul? Or what ſhall a man give in exchange 
for his ſoul? Mark viii. 36, 37. What will it profit 
- toſwim in riches and pleaſures to the grave, if the 
- foul-muſt then dwell in everlaſting fire. Oh! that 
ſome who. read this may be moved to ſeek for mercy 
before it is too late; for perhaps this night their ſouls 
may be required, and unleſs we be born of the ſpirit, 
_ renewed by Gracey be new cyeatures in Chriit, we can 
never enter the kingdom of God, by receiving or ſav- 
_ ingly believing on Jeſus Chriſt for pardon, peace, and 
eternal life, as the great ſalvation of God, freely giy- 
en to all that truly believe ; Which leads me to ſpeak 


ot the great duty of believing on the Son of God, for 


no man can come unto God but by him, John xiv. 6. 
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THEN a foul is regenerated, and fpiritual. 
TY light, life and grace imparted thereby, it ſees 
- the dreadful nature of fin, that it offends a God of 
ſuch infinite goodneſs, merey, grace and love, ard 
that tis ſin b Wrath, curſe, - and all miſery 
into the ſoul, and ſeparates it from God: this grieves 
and melts the ſoul into true 'repentance,—forty 
chat it ever offended: ſuck a bleſſed God; this cauſes 
It to hate and abhor all fin, and to defire to pleeſe 
God in all things. Thus true repentance ariſes from 
a fight and ſenſe of God's mercy, grace and love in 
| - Chriſt, when there is a real work of the Spirit on 
tte ſoul, for the Hely Ghoſt convinces of fin, and be- 
gets true repentance, but conſcience dves oftimes con- 
-vmce of fin, and troubles the foul for it, and makes 
© "Itfear and dread-the jndgments of God ; bur if it be 
ey confeience, and not a ſaving work of God's ſpirit, 
<confeience will be pacified _ with reformation, and a 
de duties, prayers, &c. and then he will return to fin 
| © as foon as fears and terrors are removed. For want of 
a2 ſavin yg gn the heart, the bent of the will is 
if fill to fin, and is only reſtrained by fears of wrath and 
bell. This ſeeming repentance deceives many ſouls, 
5 Who, becauſe they have been troubled: for fin, ſuppo- 
{ _- fed this a work of en but ſuch continue to 
1 Iove ſin, and live in it, when terrors are removed. 
This is often feen in ſick perſons under fears of death 
| - and hell, while terror and ſickneſs ſeem to take awa 
tte power of fin, there ſeems ſuch hatred vf fin, ſuc 
promiſes and reſolutions againſt it, and to turn to God 
- in newneſs of life, &c. but When health returns, and 
feats of hell ceaſe, commonly the love of fin, and the 
 'praQiice of it return as ſtrong as ever. O how this 
ſhould make gs dread to truſt a death-bed ee, 
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But where the Spirit of God works true repentaiice, ' 
there the bent of the will is turned againſt ſin, 'to hate 
it, ſtrive againſt it, and to deſire to obey and glorify 
God in all things; but ſtill it finds indwelling fin mix- 
ing with its beſt duties, that the foul can do nothing 
worthy the acceptance of ſuch a holy God; all its 
paſt fins it can do nothing to atone for, and the. holy 
law of God demands a perfect obedience. This oftimes 
diſtreſſes a new born foul, till the ſame bleſſed ſpine 
leads him to Chriſt, opens his eyes to ſee Chriſt is Mts 
Whole ſalvation, that he has ſhed his blood to atone 
for his paſt fins, that he has borne his griefs, carried 
his ſorrows. By his ſtripes the ſoul is healed, Ifaiah 
ii. 4, 5 Who his own ſelf bore our fins in his own - 
body on the tree, 1 Pet. ii. 23. Made peace by 
the blood of his croſs,” a full ſufficient ſacrifice, obla- 
tion, and ſatisfaction for ſin: by one offering he hath 
: er for ever them that are ſanctiſied, Heb. x. 14. 
Eph. i. 7. that this is a propitiation for ſins that are 
_ paſt, Rom. iii. 25. and that we are freely juſtified 7 
huis grace ad the redemption that is in Jeſus 
Chriſt, verſe 24. and the blood of Chriſt eleanſes us 
from all fin, 1 John, vii. So that pardon of fin is a 
ftee gift of God in Chriſt, purchaſed by his blood. 
and there is no condemnation to thoſe who are in Chriſt 
Jeſus; being juſtified by faith we have peace with God 
57 8 our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, Roma viii. 1. and 5. 
The fpirit of God teaches to underſtand theſe Serip- 
tures, open the eyes of the mind to ſee, and the heart 
to believe, reveals Chriſt in the heart, and enables the 
ſoul to truſt and believe in Chriſt for pardon of all 
' fin; this purges the ſoul and conſcience from fin aud 
| guilt, gives peace through the blood of the croſs. 1 
The ſpirit alſo leads the ſoul to fee its want of a 
better righteoufnefs than its own ; ſhews how defiled, 
ſinful, poor and wretched all our ſervices and duties . 
are in the ſight of a holy God, as filthy rags, Iſaiah, - 
Ixix. 5. Sin mixes itfelf in our beſt. duties, and that 
min point of juſtification we muſt renounce them all, 
and embrace Chriſt for our Tighteoufnefs, who - ou . 
. [ | 5 g 45 | Head, 5 


—— 


ſtead has fulfilled the N of God, has wrought 
out a perfect righteouineſs for thoſe who believe, fully 
.anſwerable to the holy law of God—and is freely given 
us by Faith.—This is the righteouſneſs of Faith, 
which St. Paul defired to be found in—not in his own; 
Philip iii. g. Nay he counted all his works as droſs 
dung, compared with the tranſcendent excellency 
of this righteoufneſs of Chriſt, which is received by. 
faith, when we are enabled to believe it, and reſt upon 
it for acceptance with God, it becomes ours by the 
free gift of God. Thus Chriſt is the Lord our Righ- 
teouſneſs, Jer. xxiii. 6. He is made unto: us Righ-. 
teouſneis, 1 Cor. i. 30. To believe this, and re- 
»nounce our own righteouſneſs, is to ſubmit to the 
righteouſneſs of God; for Chriſt is the end of the 
law for righteouſneſs to every one that believe, Rom. 
X. 3. 4. Thus the believer has pardon and juſtifica. 
tion in the ſight of the bleſſed holy God through 
Faith in Jeſus Chriſt, He bath accepted us in the 
beloved, Eph. i. 6. We are created anew in Chriſt 
; Jeſus unto all good works, verſe 10; Nay,.to abound. 
in them, to be a peculiar people, jealous of good 
works, Titus ii. 14. Yet in point of juſtification we 
. muſt renounce: them all, and receive Chriſt alone for 
_ - *© wiſdom, righteouſneſs,' ſanctification, and compleat 
; redemption” of: body and foul, 1 Cor. i. 30. 
_ Chriſt is alſo the Almighty Phyſician to heal the 
Joul,—to ſubdue the remains Eat impart life, 
faith, ſtrength, and all grace more abundantly—to re- 
- , Kore the ſoul more and more to the image of God. 
We muſt pray for the ſpirit of wiſdom and revelation, 
to open our eyes yet more and more, to know what is 
_ the hope of his calling in Chriſt Jeſus—to know the 
breadth, and length, and depth, and height of the 
Jove of God in Chriſt Jeſus—to be enriched with the 
© unſcarchable riches of Chriſt—to be bleſſed with all 
. Ppiritual bleflings in him—to be made compleat in. 
him —to be ſanctifed through faith in him—and to 
baehold the glory of God in the perſon of Jzſus Chriſt, 
Vith unveiled face, ſo as to be changed into che ſame 
1 * F 8 Pg . Image, 
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image, Eph. i. f: and ii. 3, 18. Col. ii. 10. 2 Cor» - 
ii, 18. | | Ws 


is in the myſterious perſon of Chriſt that we can 
- ſee the glory of God. The Lord hath ſhined into our 
hearts, to give us, the knowledge of his mercy, love, 
grace and glory, in the face or perſon of Jeſus Chriſt, - 
2 Cor. iv. 8. Juſtifying us freely by his grace, Rom. 
iii. 24. Chriſt died to fave ſinners—the ungodly, 
Rom. v. 6, 8. Tis all of God's free gift or grace we 
are ſaved, not of any works, Eph. ii. 8, 9. Tis rui- 
nous and deſtruQive to truſt in any works of our own 
for ſalvation ; a ſelf-righteous ſpirit is far from the 


kingdom of God. Chriſt tells us, publicans and har. -_ - 


lots enter the kingdom. of heaven before ſuch, Matt. 
Xxi. 31, 32.  *Tis of great benefit to the ſoul to be 
taught of God, to know more and more of the deep 
depravity and inbred corruptions of our natures—that 
we are-not ſufficient to do any thing that is good, in 
order to humble us, and empty us of all ſelf-confidence,, 
and to make Chriſt more precious to us, that we may 
flee. unto him as our life and ſtrength, for all help and 
grace, under a deep ſenſe of our helpleſs ſtate, that 
without him we can do nothing good in God's fight, 
We muſt abide in him, hve. in him, act faith upen 
him for all grace, and pray him to dwell in us by faith, 
by his ſpirit as the hope of glory, John xv. 4, 5. and 
Cal. kh. 28. Chriſt is alſo our ſanctification; by -faith 
we are ingrafted into him, live and grow in him as 


branches in a vine. He is the root of ſpiritual life 


and grace in the ſoul, By faith the ſoul receives Chriſt, 
is united to him—abides in him—is rooted and pgroun-, 
ded in him—grows into, his ſpirit by freſh applies of | 
grace from him, receiving out of his infinite fulneſs 
continually. grace for grace. By this our ſouls are 
healed, fin more and more ſubdued—ſanctification im- 
parted. to travsform us into the image of Chriſt, We 
muſt receive Chriſt as our king, to govern us, to rei 
and ſubdue every corruption, to caſt: out every idol, 
tao ſave us from the aſſaults and temptations of the de- 
1 vil, the world and the fleſh—as our great High-Priecſty 
„ 55 n : _ to. 


* 
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to bleſs ſanRify, and intercede for vs, to be our advo- 
cate before the throne of grace, to offer our poor pray- 
ers and ſervices, perfumed with the rich incenſe of his 
own merits, and purged with his own blood. He that 
truly knows Jeſus Chriſt, dare not approach God but 
in his name —hope for no acceptance but through his 
merits—attempt. nothing but in his ſtrength, acting 
faith upon him, looking unto Jeſas for ſtrength, 
ace, and increaſe of faith, who ever liveth to make 
interceſſion for us, and is able to ſave to the utmoſt 
all that come unto him, having obtained eternal re- 
demption for us. This is God's ſalvation, this is 
God's Command, to believe on Chriſt, 1 John iii. 25. 
is the work of his ſpirit in the ſoul, John vi. 29. 
and when the ſoul is enabled to receive Chriſt by faith, 
as he is held forth in the word and promiſes of God, 
for its whole ſalvation, relying, refting, and truſting 
in him alone for pardon, juſtification, and eternal 
fe, as the free gift of God, this is ſaving faith, and 
All that Chriſt hath purchaſed becomes ours, if Chriſt | 
be ours, all is ours, i Cor. ni. 22. 5 
* Chriſt is the way to God, no man cometh to the 
Father but by him—No ſaving knowledge of God but 
in Chriſt, Matt. xi. 27. John xiv. 6. God /o loved 
the world, that be gave his only begotten Son, that 
 auboſoeever beliewueth In him ſhould not periſh, but have. 
everlaſting life, Joi iii. 16. God ſo loved the world, 
—how ? Beyond all deſcription of words to expreſs. 


* 
* 


Behold ! with wonder, what manner of love is this, 


_ that we ſhould be called the Sons of God, 1 John iii. 1. 
Herein is love, not that we loved God, but that he 
loved us, and ſent his own ſon to be the propitiation 
for our ſins, chap. 4. 19. Truly to know and believe 
on Jeſas Chriſt is eternal life, John xvii. $2 have 
122 life, are paſſed from death unto life, 

| Tohn v. 5 FOTO SEM * on os „ "OM 5 / 
5 J Oh! e a gif. is Chriſt? what a blefling do loſt 
ſouls! er ron le bleſſings are in him; pardon, 
peace, and eternal ſalvation is in him—unſearch- 
able riches of grace, wiſdom, love, conſolation, joy, 
e . FER ales glory, 
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gloty, endleſs, boundleſs bleſſedneſs and ſalvation !— 

- This is the glory and love of God diſplayed to poor 

_ finners ir Chriſt; the incarnate God. Oh! what a 

myſtery is Chriſt, God and Man! Chriſt is the bright- 
nels of 


the glory of God—the. expreſs image of his 
perſon—the Almighty God—the maker of the worlds 


_ —upholding all things by his power, Heb. i. 2. 4. 
Chriſt hath all power in heaven and in earth, Matt. 
xxviii. 18. God over all bleſſed for ever, Rom. ix. 
F. The Mighty God, the Everlaſting Father, the 
-Hinen of Peace, Iſaiah ix. 6. Poſſeſſing all the full. 


neſs of God ſubſtantially, Col. ii. 9. Chriſt is the 


7 glory of the inviſible God. He is the wiſdom of God, 


and the ee of God, 1 Cor. i. 24. Vea, the wiſ⸗ 


the world knoweth not, chap. ii. ), 8. Chriſt is the 
rock of our. ſalvation, no other foundation can be laid 


but him, 1 Cor. ili. 14, Chriſt is the only foundation 
laid by God in Sion for man's ſalvation, _ Iſaiah _ 


Xxviii. 16. 1 Peter it. 6. How precious is Chriſt, to 


all believers, unſpeakably precious! His name pre- 


cious—His perſon precious—His love precious His 
nature precious—His blood precious—His righte- 
ouſneſs precious—His grace, peace and interceflion 


precious. I' his glorious eternal Son of God came dawn. 


from heaven to ſave his people, took our nature upon 


him, appeared in fleſh that he might in our nature 
Work out a perfect ſalvation for us, fulfil the law of 
God for us, was obedient even unto, death for us, 
bore the curſe and wrath of God in our ſtead, which 


brought on him that agony and bloody ſweat! At laft 


crucified, nailed to the croſs, to expiate our ſin and 


-guilt, ſhed his blood to make atonement for us, paid 


our ranſom, delivered our ſouls from fin, Satan, 
wrath} curſe, and hell. Deſtroying Satan's kingdom, 
- Purchaſing grace and eternal life for us, hath opened 
the kingdom of heaven for all true believers! And 


is entered into heaven with his own blood, to inter- 
cede for us—Now to appear in the preſence of God 


for us, as our AI to take poſſeſſion of the 


od in a myſtery, the hidden wiſdom which 


promifed | 


— 


— 


— 
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promiſed inheritadce for us,“ carrying our nature 
into heaven, where he appears as a lamb ſlain, plead- 
ing his blood, and ©* has opened a' new and living 
- way through the veil of his fleſh for us to enter into 
the hoheft by his blood.” And has promiſed that 
where he is, there we ſhall be alſo, John xiv. 3. and 
chap. xvii. 24. Chriſt is a vital head of all divine 
influences to every true believer. By his ſpirit he 
lives in us, imparting ſpiritual life, ſtrength, and ali 
grace to the foul, to renew, ſanctify, and build us up 
unto a perfect man in him, unto the ſtature of the 
Fullneſs of Chriſt, Eph. iv. 13, untill we are truly 
ſanctifed, and meet to dwell with God, Chriſt, and 
all the company of heaven in eternal life, joy, and 
glory, through the endleſs ages of eternity. When 
meet for heaven, Chriſt will come to take us to him- 
ſelf; then all tears ſhall be wiped away, ſorrow and 


\. fighing ſhall be no more, Chriſt will ſee us again, 


and our hearts ſhall rejoice, with everlaſting joy, which 
no man can take from us, John xvi. 22. This is the 
myltery of redeeming love—theſe the bleſſed fruits of 
| believing on the Son of Gee. . 

- Oh! that as an inftrument in God's hand eould per- 
Tuade poor ſinners to flee unto Jefus Chriſt, to commit 
their ſouls to him to be waſhed in his blood ſanctiſied 
and ſaved by his grace, to come poor, naked, helpleſs, 
. miſerable, in their fins and blogs, to be ſaved freely, 
from 'fin, curſe, wrath, hell, and to be made heirs 
of God and glory. All that come to him he will not 
caſt out, John vi. 37. Great and guilty finners may 
come, the blood of Chriſt cleanſeth from all fn. Oh! 
who can tell the infinite value of the precious blood 
of Chriſt ! 'tis the blood of God! Come unto me, 
ſays he, all ye that labour and are beauy laden with 
fin, guilt and ſorrow, and I will give . you ret ye 
ſhall find reſt to your ſouls, Matt. xi. 28, 29. Chriſt 
loves ſouls—has died to ſave. ſinners, can and will 
ſave to the utmoſt all that come unto God by him. 
He takes away the guilt and power of ſin— He has de- 
ſtroyed the Devil's kingdom He is almighty to ſave, 
_= | . 1 


- 
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to ſubtlus the moſt ſtrong and powerful habit of fin, 
He has abtaiped the Holy Spuit to fariftxfy and change 
the heart, renew the will, and new, create the: ſoul 
O try his love, come and your fouls hall live. Oh! 
that the lovers of fin and pleaſures, ſlaves to ſatan 
and their own luſts, did but know how miſerabie they 
are and how bleſſed and happy Chriſt can make then. 
Oh! that they did but know the things which belong 
to their eternal peace before they are hid from their 
eyes, J. uke xix, 42. But how ſhall they eſcape it they 
neglect ſo great ſalvation, Heb. ii. 3. 1285 
_ 'Trug and ſaving ſaith unites the foul to Chriſt, re- 
ceives a new nature from him, _ Chriſt dwells in 
| believers - by his ſpirit, to take away the power and 
dominion of fin, as well as its guilt, to ſinftify and 
make holy, humble, heavenly- minded, prayertul to 
impart holineſs and every grace to the Chiiſtian.— 
True Faith pyrifies the heart, overcomes the world, 
fleſh and devil; works by love to alt holy obedience. 
This draws tbe foul to love God, to obey. him, to glo- 
riſy him in all things: though the Chriſtian obſerves 
not the law for, juſtification, yet he obſetwes it as a 
rule of life io walk by: and divine love will conſtrain 


dhe ſoul to full] the law more than all legal terrors.of 
| hell; © therefore love is the fullflling of the law.“ 

St. Paul ſays, Do we make. void the law through faith, 
: God forbid ? Yea, we eftabhſb the law, Rom, iii. 31. 
and in Rom. vii. 22. I delight in the law of God 
after the inner- man. If we love and delight in God 
5 and Chriſt, we muſt delight in God's law, which is a 
1 tranſcript of his holinets and purity, and if faith do 
4 not work obedience, 'tis not true faith, but fancy, 
1 or chat dead faith St. James ſpeaks of, ii. 17, 18, 19, 

20. 5 * r +. S 4 _—_— 

| I would juſt ſpeak a word to two forts of people, . 
| ho ſeem to be deceived in this point; thoſe who. fit 
}1 under falſe doctrine, who think. they always did be- 
. lie ve, never laboured under unbelief, or knew the 
A want of faith, Theſe ſeem entifely deſtitute of this pre- 
bt cions fairh. This fuppoſed faith Keeps them from being 
s 4 4 SO IIS.» + — ei N ''- faved | 
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| 14 88--) | 
| ſaved=this falſe notion that they do believe is their 
ruin, keeps the foul from ſeeking and praying for 
faith. Thus Satan deludes the ſouls of men through 
Ignorance of what true faith is. I would aſk, When 
did you obtain faith ? By what means? Has it chang- 
ed your heart, made you a new creatfre, drawn your 
ſoul to love and 1 in God? What fruit do your 
faith bring forth? If you know nothing of all this, 
deceive not yourſelves, you have no ſaving faith at all 
but are in a ſtate of fin and wr aten 
And, ſecondly, thoſe who ſit under the true goſpel, 
who have thereby the light and knowledge of. goſpel 
doctrines in their heads, which they ſuppoſe to be 
ſaving faith, though it has wrought no change in the 
heart, will or affections, nor brings forth the fruit of 
faith, goſpel obedience, piety, humility, deadneſs to 
the world, growing out of ſelf into a conformity to the 
divine will, Kc. Some are brought as they imagine 
from darkneſs to light, but not from the power of Sa- 
tan unto God. They have no regard to be ſanctified, 
though they fuppoſe they have faith in Jeſus Chriſt, 
Acts xxvi. 18. But the great end and deſign of Chritt's 
religion is to reſtore us from our fallen ſtate, or Satan's 
image, into the image of Chriſt thro' /ar#ification of the 
Spirit and belief of the truth, Theſſ. ii, 13. Which 
leads me to ſpeak of Growth in Grace and Sanctifica- 
tion, as a meetnefs for eternal'/Glory, © © 
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—HOUGH we are freely pardoned and juſtified in 
I . Chriſt, 'tis in order that we may be ſanctified 

through faith in him, Acts xxvi. 16, 18. This is 

. the work of the ſpirit of Chriſt in us, to mortify, cru- 
* ” _ cify,. and ſubdue all ſin, and to ſanctify us in body. 
ſoul and ſpirit, to reſtore us to the image of God, "gn ; 
NS TO %%% WINE: 


make us holy, meet to dwell with x holy God. This 
is the great end and defign of Chriſt's coming, to de- 
ſtroy the works of the Devil, or his image in us, and 
to impart a divine nature by his ſpirit, ** without ho- = 

lines no man can /ee the Lord. Be ye holy, for lam 
holy.“ For the grace of God that bringeth ſalvation i! 
hath appeared, teaching us, that denying all ungod- 
Hineſs and worldly luſts, we ſhould live, zerly, righ- 
teouſly, and godly%n this preſent world. Chriſt. gave 
- Himſelf for us that he might redeem us from all ini- 
fuity, and purify to himſelf a peculiar people, zealous 
of good works, Titus, ii. 1, 12, 14. In theſe 
words is the ſum of religion—Chriſt- gave himſelf to 
redeem us /rom all fix, both the guilt and poxver of it, 
and to make us a pure, holy, godlike people; though 
we were redeemed from the guilt of fn, yet if not 
from its dominion and power, there could not be true 
par. dee for fin is the plague of all plagues, the 
curſe of all eurfes; ſo much fin, fo much miſery and 
; {forrow there muſt be. God is the moſt bleſſe: and 
Happy being, becauſe he is the moſt pure and holy.— 
Angels are happy, becauſe they are holy. Devils are 
the moſt miſerable, becapſe they are moſt ſinful - 
therefore in proportion as we grow out of Satan's 
image, to be holy, godlike, &c. fo in proportion we 
mult be happy in the nature of things. If Chtiſt be 
in us, we are dead to fin and alive to God. How _ 
Mall we that are dead to fin, live any longer therein® _ 
Nom. vi. 2. We are crucified with Chriſt, and raiſed -— 
with him by his ſpirit. | Chrift lives in us to make 
us holy; He is our Life. Mortify all fin in your 
members. If ye berifen with Chriſt, ſeek thoſe things 
which are above. Let this be the proof that Chri 
18 in you; crucify the fleſh, ſet/ your affe@ions on 

\ things above, Col, iii. 1, 2, 3, 4, They that are 
| Chriff's have crucified the fleſh, with the  aFe&gions 
and laſte, and if any man be in Chriſt, he is a new —_ 
_ creature, Gal. v. 24. 2 Cor. v. 17. The whole bu 
<&neſs of religlon is to deſtroy fin in us, to deliver us 
| From the flavery PE of ſelf · will, ſelf love. 
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evil paſſions, our worldly : ſelfiſh ſpirits, and to make 
us holy, heavenly minded, and to delight in God as 
our ſupreme happineſs. If this be not what we aim 
at, ſeek. after, and ſtrive for; we only deceive our- 
ſelves with a name or form, without the life and pow- 
er of godlineſs. Moſt profeſſors ſeem like men that 
have a journey to go, yet ſtand enquiring and talking 
About it untill night comes before they purſue their 
Juourney: ſo profeſſors ſpend the day of life, talking 
af privileges, promiſes, and perhaps of Chriſt as the 
way, untill awful death ſurprize them before they be- 
gin to walk in this way. F. . 
'. I am aware that where the principle of faith and 
grace is weak, there may be much unmortified fin war- 
ring againſt the ſoul, which muſt trouble, perplex and 
oftimes make the ſoul to fear and doubt whether there 
be any real grace in him; Satan and ſin will fight and 
war againſt the ſoul, but if there be true faith and 
grace, there will be a fincere deſire to be delivered, 
and an habitual oppoſition. to all ſin, begging of Chriſt 
to ſubdue. fin and Satan, uſing ſelf-denial, mortifica- 
tion, watcbfulneſs, and -all prayer, as the means to 
overcome all fin, and to grow in all grace. 
. A very eminent writer of the laſt age ſays, I am 
Afraid many periſh through this deceit ;. they take a 
change of opinions for true converſion; ſuch may 
pet lige to his carnal ſelf, ſeek himſelf — unhumbled— 
conceited of himſelf—love to diſcouiſe of opinions 
© ; feed upon notions—he is moſt employed abroad, love 
not  heart-ſearching work —he . obſerves not his. own 
heart nor hate fin, as ſin, for his religion lieth in 
;Opinicns and notions only —he may . have a heavenly 
tongue, but he hath an earthly. heart; mere opinions 
vill not raiſe mens hearts and affections, ſo as to be 
1 ol and heavenly—but the ſound convert ſeeth the 
ſinfolneſs of his heart, and the wants, defects and mi- 
ſeries of his oon ſoul, and is humbled: thereby; his 
- - daily work is to ſubdue corruption, to grow in grace, 


RY 


and to walk cloſe. with God; he watcheth his heart, 

hates and abhe An, doch deck fo obey: f . 
ee eee es ey oa 
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0 (e1f:dental, — the fleſh; ſtriving with his own | 
heart, ſeeking to attain inward. vital religion. The 
ſound convert is much given to ſecret prayer, and to 
thoſe ſpiritual means which promote holineſs, the 
love of God, and deſtroy ſin. But the falſe convert 
delights in chat which turniſh him with diſcourſe, or 
pleaſe the ear, or that ſpeak for opinions, or the arty | 
pot is joined to, or what is curious and critical; he is 
ſtill carnal and unmortified, ſelf is not caſt pane; 8 
Chriſt alone exalted; but the ſound convert takes God | 
for his portion his all in all,” p * 
But oh! what ſelf deceiving i is in many, who have : 
Kght in the underſtanding, but no ſaving- change in 
the heart, will and affections: —notions and opinions of 
_Chrift in the head, but ſeem not to have Chriſt in the 
heart—no- regard to Chriſt's ee commands to 
obedience— no regard to holineſs, ſanctincation, hea- 
venly mindedneſs, or to do the will of God Call, 
Lord, Lord, but do not the things the Lord com- 
I mands ; ars rich i in notions, opinions, doctrinal know - 
- ledge, full of ſelf-confidence and carnal ſecurity z like 
the Laodicean Church, rich in ſuppoſed faith, know- 
ledge, gifts, &c. but lakewarm in piety, love; obe- 
dience, miſerable and poor in real faith, grace, holi- 
neſs, and ſanctification, Rev. iii All ock have an 
enmiĩty againſt holineſs and practical godlineſs, as ß 
it was dangerous to obey God, and more ſafe to livne 
in ſin, that grace may abound; as if Chriſt came noet WM 
to deſtroy the works of the devil, but that we mx 
ſin mare freely without fear of hell. Their great cel — 


for points of doctrine, ſeems to be inſtead 7 8 


ly - obedience; nay, ſome ſeem to have great zeal a 

ns it, yet pretend mighty zeal for the truth; can di- 

be gard or ſet aſide the commands and precepts of Chrit, WK 
he yet pretend great love for him, contrary to the Wks - 
i- he has given us of thoſe who love him, Jo 1 

nis . 15, 21. and contrary to the whole tenor of God — _ 
ce, heſe are in ſtrong deluſions, believe a lye, built wp. = 
It, in carnal ſecurity, have no ſpiritual ' knowledge of If 
ray e what *. ſuch TOY to the dodwrine of Felf ae. YET 
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OED  mortification, crucifying the fleſh, bearing the 
eroſs, cutting off right hands, plucking out. right 
eyes, &c. as the evidencies of their being his diſci- 
ples (the devil cares not what notions and opinions a 
man has, ſo he keeps poſſeſſion of his heart and af. 
feQtions: This is one of ſatan's ſtrong holds. It 
is very grievous to ſee the mighty zeal and fierce con- 
tentions concerning points not eſſential to ſalvation, 
in Which ſo many {ſpend their zeal, ſpirits, time, 
and frength, while true faith, love to God, prayer, 
holineſs, ſanRification, the good of fouls, and obe- 
-dience and practical godlineis is neglected or de- 
ſpiſed. Saint ſohn ſays, let no man deceive you, 
be that doth righteouſneſs, is righteous; he that com- 
mitteth fin (habitually live in it is of the devil; 
Chriſt came to deſtroy the works of the devil; in this 
the children of God are exaniftf, and the children of 
.the devil; they are I or made , to 
r they belong. - 
Mr. Jeremias Burrenght, on 1 Joba, i TY 7. I” ” 
no man deceive you, &c. as if the Apoſtle ſhould 
Nay, there are a company of deceivers in the 3 
. -that think it enough to talk of Chriſt, and bis . 

-cteouſneſs, and that they believe in Chriſt; — 0 


3 faith alone chat is required. —but as for obeying, 'tis 


"a mere legal thing, and for men to make conſcience 
of duties and holineſs of life, this is legal—Chrift has 
done all. Will holineſs of life ſave us ?—Let no man 
Heceive you (auth the Apoſtle) if a man—work not 

righteouſneſs, is not holy in his life, he hath no part 


VEE — of Chriſt, ms lets ao: No 


men do ſo much miſchief as looſe profeſſors, ſach do 
much diſhonour to God, to religion, harden men in 
An make them think religion a cheat, and all profeſ- 
tors hypocrites 5 were I to give a mark of one born to 
. do miſchief-—it ſhould be a looſe profeſſor thy faith 
is only a devil's faith, and thou mayeſt be the cauſe 
= many. going 0 hell. 3 — a great noiſe of 

truths, cry up the Chriſt, the 
*. 


af Chrift--as the 38 age old did, the 
| temple 


7 temple of the Lord, the temple of the Lord=ard they 5 N 
think this doth wholly take away obedience to the las 
of God, as à rule of life. Can any one think Chriſt 
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came to diſcharge us from obeying the will of God? 


to make void our obedience to him? Did Chrift keep 
the law, that we ſhould pay no regard to it as a rule 
of life, but live in ſin? Surely this is devil's doctrine. 


Do we make void the -law through faith (ſaith Paul) 
God forbid; yea, we eftabliſh the law, Rom. iii. 3i. 


ly delufions, that ſlothful proteſſors fall into.“ 
You ſhall know them by their fruits, 1 John iii. 7, 
8, 10. Mat. vii. 20. Shew me thy faith by thy 


works —a good tree brings forth good fruit.” How 


awful is that in Matt, vii. 22, 23. Luke xiii. 26, 27 


Many will ſay to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have 


we not propheſied in thy name, and in thy name 


— 


done many wonderful works —then I will - profeſs 


unto them—I never knew you. Strange amazing 


diſappojntment! ſtrong confidence alſo! what not 


know us Lord? when we have done ſuch works in 


thy name.—Depart, I know you not, ye that Work 
iniquity—Oh ! the dreadful delafion, the fatal dif- 


appointment! So alſo in Matt. xxv; 12. We ſee tie 
iniquity that ruined them, hearing Chriſt's words, 
and doing them not; diſobedience—theſe had abt 


r 


ſaving farth—were not built upon Chriſt—not ne) 
creatures in him—yet had ſtrong preſumption and a. 
' furance that they were the peculiar ſervants and fa- 
vourites of Chriſt Oh! how ought this to make 6 
lock well to our foundation, leſt our faith be only fan- 
cy, or a ſtrong preſumption.— We are ſervants to whom 
we obey, whether of fin unto death, or obedience unto 
righteouſneſs. Rom. vi. 16: Oh! that thoſe whoſe _ 
religion lies in their tongues, or heads any, would deep- 
ly confider this, who are ſo zealous for doQrines-orly, 
but care not to do the will of God—The wrath of God 
is revealed againit all ungodligeſs of men, Who hold i 
the truth in unrighteou/nejs. Rom. i. 18. And they I 
why know their Lord's will and do it -o 


beaten | 


Oh! the deadly temptations; judgments, fins and dead. 


D 


: 3 „ — 
beaten. wich many ſtripes. JF gt know. abe things, 
happy arc he if ye da them, John xiii. 17. 

Mr. Henty, on Luke xiii. 24, 25, 26, 2). *©* Strive 

do enter in at the ſtrait gate, tis a hard matter to 

get to heaven —it will not be gained without great care 
_ and pains ;: we muſt ſtrive in prayer ſtrive againſt 
lin and ſatan—ſtrive with our. own hearts —ſtrive in 
every N of religion, as in an agony, ſtrive as thote 
who run for a prize. Many come ſhort of grace, be- 
fuſe they reſt in a lazy ſeeking of that which requires 
laborious ſtriving, many will thus ſeek to enter, and 
hal} not be able - yet how confident of their admifliod ! 
- .What aſſurance they had, their hope carried them to 
heaven's gate,—they knock as if they had authority, 
ds thoſe that belong to the houſe—Lord, Lord, open 
to us, we have a right to enter, &c. Many are loſt 
by an Hl-grounded hepe of heaven, conclude their 
tate is good, becauſe they never doubted of it; their 

pPlea is, we have eaten and drank in thy preſence, &c. 

Hypo ites join in ordinances—eat of the children's 
bread—Chriſt tells them, I know ye not- I tell ye, 
I know ye not, you belong not to my. family, depart 
from me, ye are workers of iniquity. This is their 
ruin, that under a. pretence of piety, they kept up 
- ſecret haunts of fin, and did. the devil's drudgery in 
-Chrift's livery, Oh! the dreadful ſentence, depart 
_ this is the hell of hell, to be ſeparated from. Chriſt, 
there ſhall be weeping and gnaſhing of teeth, &c,” 
_-. Nothing ſo dangerous as nothing like converſion, 
which is not real. converſion; oh! the amazing delu- 
© "Kon and folly, 10 think the bleſſed, ho}y God were 
4 ſed with a ſet of notions and opinions, While the 
(heart, will, and affections are unſanRified ! as if theſe 
would ſave us Alas, tis fin deſtroys the ſoul; tis fin 
muſt be removed, both its guilt and power, and love 
| af it, or we cannot poſſibly be happy, If Chriſt dwell 
mm the heart by faith, be will deſtroy the power of fin, 
nad impart ſanRtification to fit us for heaven: But oh! 
wWwbat numbers are deceived, hope Chriſt will ſave them 
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Iprofefs I's write not this to offend any party or per- 
ſons, nor yet to fliſpute; but to point out in a frien 
manner, their dreadful deluſons; to tell them their 
danger, and to beg of them to conſider that all is not 
right ; tis the broad way, it leads to deſtruction, tis 


not Chrilt's way of ſelf-denial, putting off the old-man 
_ with his deeds, and putting on the new man, which, 


after God, is created in righteouſneſs and true holineſs, 
renewed in the ſpirit of — minds. Eph. iv. 22, 233 
24. Ohl that the Lord would pleafe to bleſs this 
poor attempt to undeceive ſome ſouls, who hold the 
truth in unrighteouſneis, and think ſanctiſication, 
watchfutneſs, prayer fulneſs, &c. needleſs things. - A 
I would not tend, Iwill not enlarge; bot what I 


ſhall further ſay, mall be from 1emihent godly ON FS 


now in glory, who though dead, yet ſpeak. == 
Dr. Doddridge, in his Riſe and Progreſs, chaps 2% 


ſpeaking of falſe marks of grace, reckons that ſtiff 


contention and fierce zeal for doctrinal points not ef - 
ſential to ſalvation, to be one: The man's blood 


- may boil (ſays he) with geal for theſe, and may ac. <> = 


count at zeal for God, yet it may be nothing but pride 


and ſtiffneſs for his own opinions; his zeal is not for 


God, but againſt thoſe who oppoſe his opinions, be- 
cauſe he has embraced them, and paſſions and pride 
may ſtir up much ,zeal to defend them, | becauſe they - 
are his, &. Kc. Alas, how much of falſe zeal. 13 
therein the world, in which ſome: place much religion, | 
tis this promotes wrath, envy, and a paray ipirit, ſo 
a to the ſpirit of Cbriſt. 2 4 N 
Another boly man ſays, 4% Con vickion and troubles 
of mind, and a partial re formation, are often reſted ia 
for ſound converſion ; nothing more fatal than this: 
ſuch are proof agaioſ all that can be ſaid to convince 
them of their error; I am converted, they ſay, this 
vonet rns not me. Though you point out his real ate, 


be cannot ſee he. is che man, though a ſtranger to 


fanctivication,. and the graces of the ſpinit, yet he 
thinks all is well!; ſuch run from the -phyfician be- 
Yn rg Healed, go away wich n 

3, | 8 
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ſpend their lives in a+ mere deluſion, thinking they 
ate converted, when they are; not. Such are uſually 
very conſident, aſſured of their ſalvation; many ſuch 
will give thanks for their hope of glory, that will 
- _ for ever be in hell. How, many- are deceived with 
falle comforts, joys, and ſeeming raptures, and aſſu- 
trance of ſalvation, though they never yet laid the 
foundation? Tis to be obſerved that ſatan is a friend 
to camforts and joys of this kind, and will do all he 
can to promote them; he may imitate the Holy 
_ Ghoſt: and it may be, give them ſuch raptures, as 
ſeem higher: than thoſe: which the ſpirit of holineſs 
gives; he can delude hypocrites with ſuch comforts, 
9 ; it ſtrengthens his kingdom within them; thus by 
2 falſe conceit, that they are converted and ſanctified, 
1tis- exceeding hard to convince them that they are 
not; they are fortified, and proof againſt all that you 
- xan ſay. O ſee therefore that you make ſure work! 
take not up with a half converſioh ; reſt not in any 
- - thing ſhort. of a real and total change of heart and 
Foul;>—'tis ſad to ſee ſome unſanctiſed ſouls, wander 
and change from one opinion to another, and from 
e party to another, 70 lad out that which they want 


// Re ̃¼ĩ ¼¼ĩ ß. 
e Mr. Ludolf ſays, © What does it ſignĩfy to change 
opinions, or to be zealous ſor them, while the corrupt 
| | bent*of-the heart and will js; altogether .unchanged, 
and they are not turned from the power of ſatan unto 
God; while ſelf-love, ſelf- pleaſing, ſelf intereſt, bear 
ſiuch ſway: tis ſelf and not God, influence them in 
„ mall they do: their own wills, and not the glory of 
God. Thoſe notions of religion muſt be very low 
and mean, which confiſt in a ſet of notions and opi- 
nions only, inſtead of reſtoring the image of God in 

_ - the ſoul, in righteouſneſs and true holineſs. In dil- 
- putes about religion, I do not find the diſputants are 

o much cofflgrned who ſhall glorify God moſt, or 

au a but a mighty to do they make, 
have the beſt means and helps, and 
A oſt proviſion for their journey, yet 


SOR, 


NS oc oa 
perhaps go nota ſtop forward; for ĩf yon watch their liſe 
and conduct they ſeem rather to tread: the patch tha 
leads to deſtruction, than that which ſeads to ſalvation; 

MW their ways are generally more conformahle to che prince | 

of darkneſs than to the word, and example: of fefus _ + 

| Chriſt. People would: ga to heaven; but art unwilse = 

ot ling to go in Cbriſt's way, but thoſe who will go ta 

happineſs through Chriſt, muſt learn his hard leſfuns, 

take his. yoke, bear his croſs, muſt: bear contempt. 
from the world, practiſe ſelf denial, mortification, 
he meek, lowly: in heart, muſt be inwardly:crucified 
in the ſpirit, and temper- of their minds; follow 
the ex ample of Chriſt: the true chriſtian hath; Chriſt 
always in his thoughts, as the ſpring, pattern and 
aim of all his actions, there is no other way to God 
but this chro' Chriſt, but alas, modern chriſtians de- 

_ cline this way, have found out a way to heaven ſo ea? 
fily, ſo. free from temptations, &c. that it ſeems altos - - 
gether different from what it was of old, when it was 
called à narrow way. Our modern chriſtians have 

dropt all the harſnher duties and doctrines ofi mortiſi- 

cation, compunction, inward ſorrow, ſelf-denial, the 
ſpiritual combat, and all that belong to taking up the 
croſs, and have at laſt modelled: religion into ſuch a 
mode, that it begins to appear ſo faſhionable, that 
it may in time be liked by the moſt: profane and world - 

ly ſpirits that can be: The end of religion, and the 
whole work of redemption is - that God may again be 

glorified in the creature - to deliver from ſin, ande 

create us anew in the divine image. Rom. vi. 22 
© Being made free from ſin, and become ſervants te 
God, ye hawe' your fruit unto holineſs, and the end: 

everlaſting: life ; this is the will of God, even, your 

Janftification.” This Mr. Ludolf was ſecretary: ta 
Brince- George of Denmark, a very learned man, and 

a moſt pious devout chriſtian. e ng tet. 


The famous Mr. Hense, on Delighting in God) 
oints out the deluſions of profeſſors. Some; ſays 
e, at their firſt beginning of religion, ſuppoſe Gd, 
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will certainly fave them, &c. without being humbled. 
renewed in heart, or united to Chriſt, yet cry, peace, 
peace to their ſouls, live as they liſt, take liberty to 
in, ſay, that for ſo long they have had aſſurance of 
their ſalvation, &c.. c. The father of lies is the 
author of this faith, for 'tis a lie which they believe, 
and tis one of ſatan's ſtrong deluſions. Of the like 
train are they, whoſe religion lies in talking of what 
they will not practiſe, are pleafed with their o.] n 
| ſenſeleſs words, who inſtead of doing the will of God, 
only talk of it, ſpeaking much to gratify ſpiritual 
pride, but delight not to live to God's glory, no 
breath more fulſome than theirs who talk of the great 
* God, but do them not, contrary to God's 
word, Bleſſed are ye, if ye do what I ſay,“ ſays 
Chriſt. Their religion is a-kin to this, which conſiſts 
in hearing only, to have their affections warmed and 
ſtirred with doctrinal truths, placing religion in head 
_ * notions, ever. ſeeking to hear ſomething anew, or new 
| dreſt; as the other's religion lies in their tongue, ſo 
the religion of theſe lies in their ears or head; both 
of them deceiving their own ſouls,” hearing and talk- 
ing of the word, inſtead of doing it, or obeying God. 
A third ſort place religion in the warmth of affections, 
in ſenſible joys, comforts, &c. without being tranſ- 
formed into the image of Chriſt; were never. regene- 
rated, or made new creatures, yet dream of joys and 
raptures, while their unſanctiſſed hearts lie ſteept in 
fin, yet having got notions and opinions in their 
heads (without changing their hearts) of God and 
Chriſt, which tickle their fancies, and warm their 
affections, they dream and boaſt of raptures and tranſ- 
ports, yet were never born of God, or made new 
"creatures in Chriſt.” P. 49, 26, 28, ke. 
Holy Mr. David Brainerd, à miſſionary to the 
Indians, by whoſe miniſtry the Lord converted a 
whole town of ſavage Indians, writes thus: ** I ſee 
more and more of the dreadful deluſions: of falſe reli - 
Sion, perſons placing religion in joys and comforts, 
_ - reſting in theſe frames, y et never brought out mT 
I | 3 | . 
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1. their own ſpirits, ar_ humbled in foul; or rebewed 
In heart, wil 


| „and affections, ſavingly united io 
Chriſt, or having a new nature in him; tis extreme 
hard to (convince ſuch people that their ſtate is not 


good, and of this falſe converſion; I fear multitudes 
periſn in this hidden deluſion of ſeeming converfion, 


ſtopping ſhort of the great change, becauſe ſo little 


is ſaid from pulpits to warn people. of it, and point 


out this fatal deluſion to them.“ This is (ſays Mr. | 
Hove he moſt dangerous practical error, and fo 
much the worſe, becanſe many per ſons, of great pre- 45 


tlences to much religion, arefull-of it.“ 2 
In the preface to Mr. Jeremiah Burroughs's life of 
Faith, is this. Many lay all their hopes of ſalvation 

upon the light in their underſtandings, while their lives 


are as noiſome as dungbills, poſſeſſed with a lazy ſpi- 


rit of floth, ſelf-conceit and ſelf-flattery, love to go 


to hell in a ſweet dream, quietly, rather than be in- 
wardly touched and examined. How many ſpeak of 
great attainments, high raiſed hopes, ſtrong faith, &c. 
but if you aſk how. they attained em, what prayers, 
tears, ſtriving, panting after holinefs and a commu” 


nion with Chriſt, they can give little account of this, 
but only that they are full of joy; rich in faith and 


hope, exceeding rich, and ſtand in need of nothing; 


like many that ſeem rich till they die, and then diſ- 


cover themſelves worth nothing.“ This Laodicean, 
Antinomian ſp:rit, he ſays, is a more dangerous enemy 


to Chriſt and his grace, than groſs prophanene(s, and 8 


is the faith and hope of hy pocrites. 


Mr. Breols, in his Unſearchable Riches of Chrift, 
ſays, © It is fad to obſerve how many profeſſars ex- 
cuſe their ſloth and neglect, by pretending inability - 

to do good, as having no power at all; what can we 

do, ſay they, if the Lord do not breathe upon us at 
firſt. I think this is one of thoſe cauſes of tha 
neglect, and omiſſion of duties in our days, which has 
deſtroyed the power of godlineſs, but. certainly -they _ 
that are truly united to Chriſt, are not as ſtocks and 
| Rones (dead). . ſhall give you ſome reaſons to prove 
. e 8 „„ 


t floth, 


2 


— 


. 

| {that believers have a. power to do good g 1. Becauſe 
they bave life from Chriſt, aud life Is a power to act. 
2. To what purpoſe: are all thoſe preſſing exhortations, 


_ - Af the regenerate have no power, but are as ſtones, 


23 But if Chriſt be in them, they have 2 . 
1 fe from him, and can act. If any afk me 
what 4s the firſt, ſecond and N of a Chriſtian? 
x anſwer, action, action, action! a gracious man is 
like a flame of fire, is active for: Chriſt; his heart de. 


_ _, wifes for Chriſt; his tongue ſpeaks for him; his hand 
Works fer him; ah! the deadly ſins and temptations, 


the deadly judgments chat idle, flothful chriſtians are 
given up to! ſtanding pools gather mud, nouriſh ver- 
mine, &c. therefore be active, be diligent, ever aboun- 
ding in the work of the Lord. Lu ber ſaith, he had 
rather obe than work miracles.  * 8 
Another writer ſaß e, © The deluſions of the curſed 
Antinomian ſpirit deceive many; where this prevails 
there is nothing but doctrines and privileges taught 
from the pulpit, rather ſpeaking againſt the practice 
and power of godlineſs, than enforcing it with all their 
might. Whoever ſhall break one of the leaſt of theſe 
commandments, and fhall teach men ſo, he ſhall be 
called the leaſt in the kingdom of heaven. Matt. v. 
How - oppoſite is this to thoſe who regard none 


of them as the rule of life, ſuch as regard not the pre- 


cepts of Chriſt, to do them, will be found at laſt not 
built upom bim as their foundation, and their fall and 
zoth verſe to the end of the chapter. 
Let them ſpeak vut and tell us plainly, that we are 
to pay no regard to all the commands and precepts of 
Chriſt and his apoſtles, but difcard all obedience, and 
live according to the world, fleſh, and devil, wer get 
a fet of notions and opinions in the head, and cry 
Lord, Lord, but diſobey him in all things of practice, 
and that this is ſafe, and will glorify God, and free 
grace the more. . Surely this muſt be the doctrine of 
devils.” 1 Tim. iv. 1, 2. Speaking lies in hypo- 
7 7% | - wite, 
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| + diligence and practical godlineſs in his word, and 'tis 


alſe condemning the lives and practice of all holy 
men imall ages. 5 


4 q a % 4 


" Holy Mr. Flavel, in his Saint Indeed, fays,, „ 'Tisa 


lad fight to ſee ſo many curſed hypocrites diſguiſed 


like ſaints, and, with marvellous dexterity acting fo 


like real ſaints, that even a judicious eye may'miſtake 
them for ſuch; to hear. ſuch conferring, praying, 
bewailing their corruptions, and talking of their ex. 


eriences. would perſuade a man to believe that they 


have the heart as well as the face of a ſincere chriſtian, 


Tis fad alſo to ſee ſome in whom is real grace, thro” 


. corruptions and neglecting of the watch over their 


ah fall into ſuch practices, that they alſo look like 
ypocrites, diſhonour God and religion, and perhaps 
cauſe others to fall, &.“ | 


4 « 


©. Bleſſed Mr. Rutherford, in his letters to bis. pariſhioe 


ners, fays to them, Beware leſt your faith be pre- 


ſamption only, fee what fruit it bears, many are 
deceived ; having a rotten foundation, ſelf -inſtead of 


_ Chriſt, nothing ſo dangerous as ſomething like con- 
_ verfion, yet no real converſion, Many go far: re- 


form many things, yet not regenerated, or ſavingly 
changed. Some are warmed by God's word, ſeek to 


de ſaved, go on long in God's ways, ſeem excellent 
. ſound Chriſtians, yet are only almoſt ſo, no found 
- converſton, no wt 


faith; or union with Chriſt. Oh! 


; hewars, look to your hearts, take heed of heart-idols! 


Oh !. what multitudes of idols ſtand between God 


_ and the ſouls of men! We cry out of the devil, but 


h! the work devil is within, , this is the houſe- 


devil which deſtroys all; it lieth in our boſoms, this 


grand idol. elf, which deceives ſo many; ſelf-Jove, 


. 


we of the world, ſelf-pleafing, ſelf- will, ſelf- credit, 
If-loth, ſelf-ſeeking, ſelf-intereſt, ſelf twenty things. 


Oh! if theſe ſelf-idols were caſt out, there might bo 


room for. Chriſt, but my_ own will, my own luſt, my 


_  awn pleaſures, my own {elf in a hundred forms are 


curſed idols, which keep out ſelf-denial, keep out 
Chriſt, blind the mind, ruin the ſoul, lead to hell, un- 


The; 


wy © 
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I he great and excellent Dr. Owen, in his Expoſition 
dn the 130th Pfalm, ſays, Do we not ſee profeſſors in- 
dulge themſelves in vanity, floth, wrath, neglett of - 
every duty, and then complain they are dead, dull, un- 

der corruptions, temptations, unable to put forth at. 


ings of ſpiritval life, crying, we cannot do this or 


that, we are ſo weak, ſo indiſpoſed, &c.” but you will =, 


not, you will not part with your floth, nor your eaſe, 
will not deny ſelf, crucify your luſts, uſe all diligence: 


To comfort ſuch flothful complainers, is to give them 


poiſon. Admonition and reproof is proper to exhort 
ſuch to duty and all diligence. Do you watch, faſt, 


meditate, pray much, watch your hearts? avoid temp- 
tations and occahons of fins, be diligent in uſing 
every means of grace in aclofe walk with God, or 
peace, reſt, and comfort, will not be obtained. God 
forbid it ſhould, while you neglect the means of grace, 


and live in ſlobm. 5 i 
Among thoſe who profeſs to believe, there are but 
very few that are real believers, or know. what true 
faith is; ſome drunken, ſome lying profeſſors, ſome 
covetous, proud, envious, wrathful, unclean, haters 


of the ways of. Chriſt, and the power of godlineſs. 
Shall we call theſe believers? God forbid : Let not 


ſuch deceive their on ſouls: to live in fin, and yet to 
be true believers, is utterly impoſſible. Chriſt will 


not be a miniſter of ſin, nor give his bleſſed goſpel to 
| be a doctrine of licentiouſneſs: are you pardon'd, 


that you may work wickedneſs, fin.in ſafety ?' Such 
are no believers, they deceive their own ſouls, &c, - 


their faith is only fancy, conceit, or bold preſumption.** 


'Theſe good old writers ſeemed truly to underſtand 


what Chriſt ſays, Matt. vii. 13. 14. The way to de» 


ſtruction is broad, and many go in that way; but the 

way to life ſo narrow, that few there be that find it; 
few that find it! alas, how ſhould this alarm us, and 
make us earneſt and faithful to our own ſouls, to 


know whether we be one of thoſe few, and whether we 
de walking in this narrow way, which is found by 
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is not the world's way, 'tis not the way of the fleſh; 
tis quite oppoſite to both, tis the way of ſelf-denial, 


bearing the crofs ;- *tis the way of ſanRtification, of 
holineſs ; - *tis the way to heaven, and we muſt be 


Heavenly to walk in it; to be growing into the holy 


_ Image of God, by a growth in all grace, or tis cer- 


tain, that we are not in the way which leads to. life 


eternal. Formality, hypocriſy, worldly conformity, 


love of earthly things, have fo blinded moſt profeſſors 
of our day, that they -miſtake the broad way of the 
world, for this narrow way ; moſt love the world fo 
much, that the love of God ſeems to have no room 


in their hearts; the world they love, the world they 


fear to offen; it ſeems the world is what moſt delight 


in, and what we ſupremely delight in, is our God. 
If all the profane, wicked, and ungodly, are taken 


T 
God, 


but do it not, if all hypocrites, and all who - 
lace religion in notiens, opinions, and doctrine only, - 


jf thefe, and other ſelf-deceivers; were all ſeparated 
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* the truly godly, their number would be ſmall in- 
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Ir. Vesle, in bis Saban ton to the Righttonſurfs 


/ God, ſays, The chriſtian world ſwarm with thoſe 
called believers, buzzing in our ears with the noiſe 
of their faith, though there is no evidence of it in 
their lives. Vet they cry they believe in Chriſt, 


and hope to be ſaved by their faith. Some are ſwear- 


dag believers, drunken believers, lying, knaviſh, 


muckworm believers, and an endleſs gang of ungodly 
believers, who all will have it that thev believe, and 
Kill believe on, till they have believed themſelves out 


of their ſouls, and into eternal deſtruion.” 
„oh! that the Lord may open the eyes of the de- 
luded by this poor attempt, to ſhow them that they 


are not in the way for Zion, which is my defire and 


intention in holding out what theſe good men have 


ſaid, who are gone before us. And I ſhall conclude, 
with preſſing all to ſanctification and holineſs, by 


- givivg all diligence to make ſheir calling and election 


- | fare, 
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ſare, by a growth in all grace, as a meetneſs for glory. 
«© This is the will of God, even our ſanctification, 
coalled to be holy.“ If we be elected, tis through 
ſanctiſication of the ſpirit unto obedience.” 1 Peter, i. 
2. And in the firſt chap. 2d Peter, he tells us, Beſides 
eſcaping the corruptions of the world, we muſt give all 
diligence — in every virtue, and in all grace, and 


they that lack theſe things, are blind, &c. He tells them 


that he will not be negligent to put them always in re- 
membrance of theſe things, though they did know them, 
yea, I think it meet to ſtir you up, ſays he, while I live, 
and alſo will endeavour, that after my deceaſe ye may 


have them in remembrance,” &. What care and ili. 


.gence does the Apoſtle uſe; to excite and flir them 
ap to holy diligence while he lives and after his death. 
So doth St. Paul in all his epiſttes, preſs and exhort all 
to prayer and practical godlineſs, which is a great part 
of moſt of the epiſtles: ln that to the Romans, and in 
Ephefians, what directions for every 15 to ſtand 
faſt, put on the whole armour of God, that ye! oy 8 
ſtand in the evil day; to ſtand againſt the devil, world, - - 
e, fight, firive, pray withont ceaſing, praying with | 
all prayer, &c. Eph. vi. And in that te the'Philip- - 
pins, he tells us, That he himfelf preſſed forwards 
towards the mark for the prize, & c. and exhorts iI 
to do like wiſe, and mark them which Walk ſo, ads e 
have us for an example. Thus St. John, Peter a- 
Chriſt, alſo tell us, that this is proving Mat we do 


love God, when we- keep his. commandments; this, | 15 „ 


and this only, fhews who really believe aud love Goll, 
and ſhews who are hypocrites, . Tis atnazing that 
thoſe who profeſs to believe and take the word of 
God - for their rule of faith, &c. can difregard the 


whole tenor of it; ſurely they muſt be in ſtrong de- 8 = 


lufions to; believe-a lie, becauſe they love nor holi- 
neſs, but have pleaſube in unrighteeufneſs. Ob! haw 


awful is that text, 2 Thei. ii. 11, 12. and Philip» © 1 


pians, iii. 18, 19. Many walk fo, that 1 tell you 

with weeping, that they are enemies te the croſs of _ 
Chriſt, whoſe god is their belly, who mind earthly” 

EL EE EEE Bae  - 


- 


— 


— 


N | - 0 8h | .. P 3 | 5 * 4 ) 5 + EIN | q 
8 things,” whoſe end is deitru&ion, but our converſa- 


I Chriſtians, will not be troubled at what is written 
againſt them any who hold the truth in unrighteouſ- 
neſs. Sincere chriſtians are ready to think; that 


for ſuch are commonly watchful and jealous of them- 
ſelves; finding remains of ſin in them, they fear they 
axe but hypocrites, and often ſuſpe& their own Rate; 


commonly in a ſafe ſtate, they are watchful, fearin 
do offend God, out of love to him; the Lord has put 
this godly fear into their hearts, that they ſhall not 
Aduepart from him. Jeremiah xxxii. This fear pre- 
ſerves. them from falling into fins and temptations, 
more than others who have it not. This ſweet filial 


$row tn all grace, Bleſſed are all thoſe who fear the 
Lord, and walk in his ways. Pfalm cwiii. 1. but the 
_ .«carnally ſecure, are far from this fear; are not watchful, 

but fatally ſecure, are commonly proof againſt all that 
dean be ſaid. Iiis remarkable, there is no mention 
in {ſcripture of our being judged by our faith, but by 
dur works, for theſe prove whether faith was real or 
not, whether notional, or ſaving, ſanctifying and 

ftruitſal; the whole buſineſs of Chriſt's religion is, 

do raiſe us from our fallen ſtate, or the image of ſatan, 


Practice; and to make us holy, heavenly. minded, to 
- + _» Jove. holineſs and all boly practice, that we may love 
Dod for his holibeſs. Ake, delight in him as Gur ſu- 
pPreme good; tis this and this alone can make heaven 
„ heaven to us, heaven muſt be within us, and Chriſt 
muſt be within us, or we can know nothing ſavingly 
. +, of them, or be capable to enjoy them; to this end is 
. the apoſſle's prayer. 1 Theſſ. v. 23. and our great 
work is to grow in all grace, till we are ſanctified 
nm bholly, our Whole ſpirit, ſoul and body; and faith 
ul is he that hath. called us, who will alſo do it. 
Tis for want of this, thoſe were rejected in Matt. vil. 
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tion is in heaven. Tis hoped ſincere, though weak 
they are the perſons that are intended in all reproofs, 


bat theſe are the fincere godly: chriſtians, theſe are 


+Child-like fear is a bleſſed grace, ſuch commonly 


and to transform us into the holy image of God, to 
heal our fouls of fin, both its guilt and power, and 


> 


„ EM. VV 
2g. and the fooliſh virgins, Matt, xxv, and thoſe ia 
Luke, xiii. 17. They were workers of iniquity, all 
their confident claim, their bold aſſurance was an- 
ſwered by this, Ye are workers of iniquity, therefore 
depart, I know ye not. „ AT IPOS 1 
I might now proceed to give ſome rules or advice 
to advance a growth in grace, but this I have done 
already in eight particular directions. This little 
tract the Lord hath bleſſed to many godly perſons, and 
almoſt all diſpoſed of; poflibly it may be re-printed if, 
the Lord pleaſe, and which has lately been done in hope  - |} 

of its further uſefulneſs. Theſe directions are ſerip- 
ture means of grace, not to merit, but means only to 
obtain all grace, and 'tis God's way, they are his 
means, and can we expect to obtain a growth in grace, 
if we neglect the means? Or dare any one deſpifſe, 
or ſet. aſide the means God has appointed, or fay they 
are needleſs? 1s not this to reply againſt God, to op- 
= =w and deſpiſe the way and means he has ordained? _ 
ould it not be unbelief and rebellion againſt Ged, ' 


| to oppoſe, contemn, or neglect thoſe means which he | 
: " hath expreſsly commanded. But no truly godly* - 4 
| perſon will do ſo, but thankfully embrace and dili- 

: gently uſe them as the way and means to ob- 


4 tain grace, not as meritorious, no: all grace is free, 
all our ſalvation is free, we can de nothing to deſerve” 


: it, no eworks to merit it, but the whole is of free- 
ja | mercy and grace, yet we muſt wait for it in God*s'-- 


7 way, and as Mr. Flavel ſays, I do confidently af- 
d firm, that if ever you attain comfort and aſſurance in 
the ordinary way wherein God diſpenſes it, you muſt: _ *- 
take pains with your hearts, you may expect com. 
forts upon eaſier terms, but I am miſlaken; if ever 
you enjoy them upon any other; Give all diligence, _- 
try to prove yourſelves, this is the ſcripture way; 1! 
never knew grace thrive in à negligent and careleſs 
ſoul; if you have received” grace, improve it, ſti e 
up the gift of God that is in thee, keep thy heart wim 
al diligence, watch thy heart and all thy ways.” 
Alas! how few there are that look to the keeping of 
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their hearts, watching their thoughts: Oh! how 
few that carefully attend eloſet duties, few care for 
much prayer, or cloſe walk with God, this is difficult 
Work, the hypocrite and outſide chriſtian do not like 
ir, this will bring no applauſe, this heart-work is left 
to ſuch few ſecret ones, that I tremble to think of it, 
is wonderful to confider how far'hypocrites may go 
in all external duties, how plaufibly they can order 
the outſide man, but they take no heed to their heart, 
they are not in ſecret what they ſeem to be before 
men, they have no real hatred of ſin, they know not 
the real power of practical godlineſs. Such are fond 
of fruitleſs. controverſies, which: profit not, puzzle 
the head inſtead of ſearching the heart Oh! theſe: 
unfruitful queſtions. which waſte the time and ſpirits. 
. of many, .which cake them off godly practice, and diſ- 
_ cerning the real ſtate of their fouls; and much prayer 
to God in ſecret for all grace. Satan I doubt not 
d 5 to diſputes, &. for this very purpoſe to take 
0 


us off from ſecret prayer, ſearohing the heart and prac- 


tical godlineſs; for want of this, the head ſwells with 


. notions and opinions, while the heart and ſoub wither 


N Oh! ſtudy your hearts, watch and keep your hearts, 


and grow. formal and carnal. Thus many have a name 
to live, yet are full of unmortiſied pride, paſſions; ſelf - 
will, ſpiritually dead. Ohl that I might ſee the day 
chen profeſſors ſhall no more walk in a vain ſhew, to 
the diſcredit of religion, and deceiving the ir own ſouls. 


watch unto ꝓtayer, make no long omiſſions in ſecret 
prayer, ſeek for much grace to keep your hearts warm, 
your conſciences tender and watchtul ; meditate, read, 
Watch, pray, . in all holy ee 
in every practical duty. You are on the verge of eter- 
nity ; what manner of perſons ought. ye to be in all 
holy converſation and godlineſs. Saint Indeed. 
_ Chriſt is the only foundation for our ſalvation, no 
other can be laid; these is no other name underiheaven 


given among men, whereby we muſt be ſaved. Act iv. 


whom we muſt be built: by. faith, and ftom Chriſt as 
i TEES ” Ws 5 


12. 1 Cor. iii. 11. Chriſt is the foundation upon 


dur 
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eive grace and ſpiritual life corti- 


q ruptions, to take pains with the heart, to denyrand - 
mortify its evil motions; prayer will obtain the ſpirit 
of all grace to enable us ſo to do; heart Work is hard . * | 

work, à hypocrite looks not to his heart, “ keep thy 


heart with all diligence.“ God looks at ihe heart, 
at thy Ancere Intentions, to believe and glorify him, 
that is, the bent of the will and deſires of the heart, 


and whole ſoul, and all its affections; this-ingludes a 
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huoly jealouſy, a watchful ſpirit, to obſerve every dif. 
order of the heart and affections at all times. *Tis 
for want of this, that we know riot ourſelves, have 

ſo. little acquaintance with our own hearts, that we 
know not the_motives of our 3 make little or 

no advance in ſanctity and holineſs; if ſecret prayer. 
be neglected, every thing will be wrong, other means 
will not be bleſſed to us; ſeeret prayer duly attended 
and practiſed, will bring a bleſſing and ſanctify hear- 
ing, reading, and every means of grace; ſecret 
prayer is like Goliah's word, “ there's nothing like 
it:“ all ordinances, means, and duties are bleſſed 
unto a growth of grace, and ſanctification, according 
to the care and diligence that ſecret prayer unto God 
is maintained and increaſed. Fo eng ef 
Brooks, in his Unſearchable Riches, ſays, God 
loves to ſee a poor chrillian with him in ſecret, to 

open his heart, to pour out his foul before him. 1 
never knew a man or woman that was rich in grace 
but thole. Muchof a chriſtian's ſtrength lies in ſecret 

prayer, nothing overcomes ſatan, or weakens fin, 

like this ſecret prayer, it is like Jacel's ladder, where- 
by the Lord deſcends into the ſoul, (in all gracious 
influences) and by it the foul aſcends to God. No way 
to be ſpititually rich but this: oh! maintain and keep 
pa fecret intercourſe with God by prayer, let God 
often hear from you in ſecret, by this you receive of 

.the-fullweſs: of Chriſt. Oh! ehrittians, ſet cloſe to: 
(this work; by this the ſoul will thrive, grow in all 
Whatſoever ye do in word and deed, do all to 
the glory of God, faith the Apoſile. Oh! how 
/much'dotthis'imply ? to deſign and intend to glorify 
God in every action of life; this intention to pleaſe 
God, would - ſanify buſineſs, and the common af- 
fais of this life; this carries religion into all we do; 
.all ſhould be managed with a view to pleaſe God, un- 
der a ſenſe of God's all- ſeeing eye, this would cauſe 
us to be in the fear of God all day long, as the ſcrip- 
ture teacheth; . this would keep alive the vital pony” 
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of religion in the heart, and lift up the ſoul to God in 
_ ejaculatory prayer often in tbe midſt of buſineſs; 
this would keep the ſoul watchful in thoughts, words 
and actions, keep. from a trifling ſpirit, waſte of time, 
| edify and teach all that we converſe with, adorn the 
goſpel of Chriſt, bring much of the preſence of God 
'znto the ſou], make our lives a continual prayer, a 
ſacriſice unto God. Oh! how this is wanting among 
religious people at this day! moſt leave their religion, 
till returns of, duty, and ſeem too much like others 
when that is over. This makes ſcoffers ſay we are 
hypocrites, and religion a cheat. O let us /ive our 
prayers, according to what we prayed for, by this we 
may e e ceaſing, always remembering 
it be in the ſpirit. Eph. vi. 18. 35 2. 
Watch fulneſs and ſelf-denial muſt be uſed, and 
ſtrictly attended to, in order to grow in grace. Sin 
and ſelf muſt be ſubdued, before Chriſt can live and 


reign in us; as we grow-out of ſelf, our own ſpirits; © ö 


and a worldly ſpirit, ſo in proportion, we grow into 
> Chriſt's ſpirit, into the image of God, in ſanctifica- 
tion, in all grace and heavenly mindedneſs, to delight 

in God, untill we ate ripe for glory, - IK 
And now dear friends what ſhall J ſay to perſuade 
you to all practical godlineſs? Godlineſs is, godlike- 
neſs, we muſt be like God, beſore we can poſſibly be 
happy with him. Obel how many will be dreadfully 
deceived at laſt, ſuppoſing ſalvation an eaſy thing, 
that they are ſafe, - when they are not. What 
manner of perſons ought we to be in. all holy conver- 
ſation and godlineſs, waiting for our Lord's coming, 
who will come in flaming fire, when the heavens 
ſhall melt and paſs away, the earth be burnt up, and 
heaven and hell divide the human race! Take the 

Apoitte's advice, ſeeing ye 4now. theſe things, beware, 
lit qe be. led away with the error, of | the "wicked, but 
grow'in grace. 2 Peter iii. Oh! look well to your 
toundatioa, that your faith be real, oh 1! ſeek to 
k OW the worſt of yourſelves, death and judgment 
will undeceive many! What will it profit: to be acs 
Las N E 2 deo 
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counted a ſaint, and be high in man's efteem; if 
Chriſt ſhould ſay to us, I know ye not! Oh! the 
_ dreaded deluſion, to cheat our own ſouls, after high- 
- raiſed hopes of heaven, to be caſt down to hell! Oh! 
be wiſe for your immortal . fouls, be wiſe for eterni- 
ty! Oh! if the righteous fearcely be ſaved, where 
mall the ungodly finners and "hypocrites appear? 
1 Peter iv. 18. Few will be ſaved, many ſhall be ſnut 
out, who never doubted of being - ſaved, Tis ob. 
ſerved that the ſcripture gives no account of one con- 
verted hypocrite, and many will be eternally loſt, 
'.._ __ through a fatal prefumption. If any man be wiſe 
in this world, let him become a fool that he may be 
wile”? for his latter end; Death will ſoon ſeparate our 
ſouls and bodies, we ſhall ſoon be in eternity? oh! 
what different thoughts ſhall we then have of theſe 
IS thin s! will any repeut. that they have walked cloſe 
od? lived holy, watchful, praperful, denyin 
An lelves? No, death will fweep away all deluſions ! 
in a few days, months or years, we all muſt die, per- 
haps in a few hours. Be ye always ready, ſays our 
Lord, watch and pray, for ye know not when the 
time is.“ We ſtand upon the ſhore of the vaſt ocean 
of eternity, this night our ſouls may be required, are 
wie ready? Oh when the trembling ſoul is juit ready 
to leave the body, ready to come forth, to go into an 
| unknown. world of ſpirits ! to, fav the dreadful ocean 
of eternity! Oh! what different views of theſe things 
mall we then have! Oh! that awful moment, when 
the ſoul is juſt going to be fixed for ever in an un- 
changeable ſtate ! in eveflaſting glory, or eternal fire, 
- in a world of Tpirits !—Oh ! eternity, eternity, eter- 
nity ! millions of ages bring no end to eternity! Soon 
, very ſoon, death will come to fix us all in this eter- 
nal ſtate! Oh that we ſhould think ſo little, or pre- 
pare no more for this important buſineſs of our ſoul's 
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eternal peace. Then we ſhall feel what Chriſt ſays, 
„ What. ſhall it profit a man ro gain the whole world, 
and loſe his immortal ſoul?““ a miſtake in this is moſt 

dreadful indeed! O that we were wiſe, to an 
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O Lord, my God, thou knoweſt my intention in 
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tain; ?'Tis not by might and power, but by thy _ 
ſpirit, O Lord of hoſts,” that any ſaving work is 
wrought in the ſoul of man; if thou wilt condeſcend: 
to bleſs it to thy glory, and the good of ſouls (not 
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unto me O Lord) hut unto thy. great name alone be 
all the honour, glory, thanks and praiſe, through 
Jefus Chrift, who liveth and feigneth with thee and 
the Holy Ghoſt, in one glorious triune God, to 


and for evermore. 


Amen. | 3 Ky 
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whom be all honour, glory, thanks and pr aiſe, now. 
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| MORNING or EVENING 


PRAYER. 


E777 2 Family; ly,” or private Perſon, Sen r the 
Mors (we) for (I) (us) for (me) (our) for 
(my) o (mine, ) theſe Breaks thus—may: ber 
the weak Cbriſtian to uſe his ol Mords, + 

enlarging at them, or by altering, or e 
Aadditi r, and fo Agen io pray A e 


* 


* MOST great, (Siebe, almighty, and ever- 4 
laſting God! we. beſeech thee to look down upen 
us (or me) in great mercy, through thy love in Jeſus 
Chriſt; let thy ſpirit, O Lord, Prepare our (or my), 
hearts: to pray and lift up our ſouls to thee in the name 
of Chriſt, that we may worſhip thee in ſpirit and in 
| truth—we are not worthy, O Lord, to look towards 
thy habitation, for we are corrupt by nature, and 


miſerably prone to evil we are always. offending thes _ 8 


O Lord our hearts are unclean—our wills rebellious -" 2 
—we, are wretched, unbelieving, miſerable, finfal 4 
creatures deſerving thy Wrath and condem nation, 
for numberleſs offences againſt thy divine majeſty—all 
our religious duties are defiled with ſin, and there is 
no health in us—we can plead nothing before thee, ) 
Bord, but the precious blood of Chriſt.— Oh! let the 
blood of Chriſt blot out all our fins—waſh our guiltx 
fouls in this fountain of precious blood, and remem- 
Þ Our: — no ee us Brust. Oh! rrp e 


3 „ 
truly to repent, and deliver us from the power, as 
well as the guik of ſin— Oh! let all fin Be crucifled 
and ſabdued in us, through the qeath of Chriſt, and 
the almighty power and grace of thy ſpirit.—Oh! let 
thy ſpirit cleanſe our hearts, humble our ſouls, and 
ſubdpe our wills to thy bleſſed will, O God. — Teach 
us, O Lord, to underſtand and believe thy holy 
word, let thy ſpirit open the eyes of our minds, to 
Tee the wonderful things of thy word that thy word 
may be a light to our feet, and a lamp to our path, 
to lead us to eternal life, and the word of life to our 
' ſouls, —Let thy ſpirit, O Lord, lead and guide us 
into all divine truth, as it is in Jeſus—and apply thy 
bleſſed word and promffes to our hearts, that we may 
believe to the ſaving of our ſouls.— Oh! let us be 
born of thy ſpirit, taught of thee O God, created 
anew in Chriſt. Jeſas.— Grant that Chriſt may dwell 
in our hearts by faith—and our ſouls vital] 7 united to 
bim.—Iaſpire us, O Lord, with a living faith in the 
precious blood, the perfect righteeuſneſs, and the 
© -- glorious perſon of Jeſus Chriſt enable us to believe 
n thee, to reſt and truſt in thee as our reconeiled God 
ald father in Jeſus Chriſt—teach-us O Lord to live by 
aich, to receive Chriſt for our whole falvation—that 
_ .vc may live in Chriſt, and daily receive ſpiritual life, 
E Rrength and all grace out of his infinite fullneſs, that 
| we may grow into his image, and fee thy glory, love 
| and grace, in the perſon of Jefus Chriſt—grant us to 
know Chriſt as our wiſdom, righteouſneſs, ſanRifica- 
tion, and redemption, and to live and grow in Chriſt | 
24s branches in a vine — Grant us to be truly fan@ified 
in body, ſoul, and fpirit, manifeſt thy love in our 
bhearts, O God, that we may love thee, and that we 
may have grace and power to overcome the tempta- 
tions of the world, the fleſh and devil, and to be dead 
onto fin, and alive unte thee—that we may live to 
© thy glory, and obey thee in all things through Jeſus. 
> Chrif—ceach us to know the vanity and uncertainty 
bf this life, and grant that the power and grace of thy 
ſpirit may enable us to live in a conſtant- 2 
. 7 8 f | TY . Tor 
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for our latter end, that when thou ſhalt pleaſe to call 
us ont of this life, our ſouls may be received into thy 
eternal kingdom, through the merits and interceſſion 
of. our Lord. Jefus.Chriſt. .. amen. 
O Lord, the father of mercies, and the God of all 
comforts—give us grace to worſhip and praiſe thee as 
our creator, and continual preſerver, and to: praiſe 
and give thanks to thy holy name, for the faculties * 
and powers of our bodies and ſouls—and to thank and 
_ pfaiſe thee for every bleſſing and comfort of this life, 
znd to adore thy goodneſs for the watchful care of 
thy good providence over us continually, more. eſpe- 
cially for preſerving us this day paſt, (This for the 
_ evening*) but above all, we would praiſe and glorify 
idee for the redemption of loſt ſinners by. Jeſus Chriſt, 
for pardon, grace, and eternal life, through the me- 
rits of his moſt precious blood —enable us to praiſe. 
thee for thy bleſſed word and promiſes, for the divine 
influences df thy ſpirit upon var ſouls—give us to ſee 
| Jeſus Chriſt as the ſum and ſubſtance of all bleflings,, 
and that all thy mercies flow to us through the merits / 
and interceſſion of Chriſt Jeſus.— Grant O Lo:dithat. 
we may have a due ſenſe of all thy mercies and grace, 
to love, praiſe / and glorify thee for all thy mercies 
through Jeſus Chriſt, our Lord, who liveth and _ 
reigneth with thee and the Holy Ghoſt, in oge glorious. 
triune God, to whom be all honour, glory, praiſe. and 
thankſgiving, now and for evermore. Amen. 


{wats 
** This for the Evening. 292 


PF pleaſed © Lord to defend and protect us from +} 
"all perils and dangers of this night, keep us both. # 
in body and ſoul from all evil by thy grace and prov: 
dence; let thy angels guard and watch over us in our _  -:; 
ſleeping hours: grant us ſuch. peaceful and refreſn ng 
ſleep, as may fit and prepare us for the duties of he 
enſuing day, if thou ſhalt pleaſe to bring us o the 
light thereof; we beg it for the merits ſake of Jeſus.” 
hne Aen. x . 
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This for the Morning. 


i" == O LORD, enable us to thank and praiſe thee, for 
= LL preſerving us from all perils and dangers of the 
night paſt, for giving us peaceful and er. 

for 333 us in ſafety to the beginning of this day 
to praiſe thy divinego odneſs. Grant, O Lord, that 
this day we fall into no ſin, neither run into any kind 
of danger, but O Lord be with us in all places, and 
upon all occaſions; keep us under an awful ſenſe of 
thy preſence, and in thy fear and love, under the in- 
fluences of thy ſovereign grace, to ſanctify, preſerve 
and keep us, both outwardly in our bodies, and in- 

wõardly in our fouls: ._ V 

| 0 Lord Jeſus Chriſt, be pleaſed to dwell in us by 
| thy ſpirit, deliver us from all blindneſs, hardneſs of 

- _- Heart, and unbelief; ſubdue and deſtroy the power of 
iin in us, and, tread down ſatan under our feet, ſprinkle 
dur hearts, ſouls, and conſciences, with thy precious 


” > _ _ blood, to purge and purify us from all guilt and ſin, 
6 _ - and heat alf the diſeaſes of our ſouls by thy ſovereign 
* - grace, deliver us from our own ſpirits, and a worldly - 
| Pirir, and grant us to grow into thy humble, meek, 
and heavenly ſpirit, impart a new nature to us, O 
Lord, and make us new creatures, and live and reign 
im us as our king, prieſt, | and prophet, to govern 
teach, fanctify, and blets us in body and ſoul; grant 
that we may be daily renewed and . by thy 
I ſpirit, that we may receive ſpiritual life and ſtrength, 
Precious faith and righteouſneſs, and all grace. and 
Peace, through a vital union and communion of ſoul 
- We pray thee, O Lord, to give thy bleſſing opon all 
'our honeſt defigns and e e. 5 let us commit all 
. out affairs into thy bands; O Lord, undertake for us, 
and grant us ſuch a meaſure of health and peace, and 
|  ©ther temporal bleflings, as thou ſeeſt to be good and 
E-(/ moſt fitting for us; let thy good providence O rey 


2 
* 


/ 


: (59 ) 1 
this day watch aver us, preſerve and keep us in body 
and ſoul, that in all our doings we may be ordered by. 
thy governance to do always that which is righteous ia 


thy fight, through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. Amen. 


Oo LORD have mercy upon all men, make known - 

to them thy great ſalvation, pour out thy ſpirit, 

and make the barren wilderneſs a fruitful field, cauſe + 
the light of thy glorious goſpel to ſhine throughout 
the world, make it the mighty power of God to ſave 

- ſinners, cloath thy word with the mighty power of 3 
thy ſpirit, that the dead may hear the voice of Chriſt, _. 
and live; O ſend out thy light and truth, ſend faith=" _ : 
ful watchmen to cry aloud and::ſpare not, ſach as are 
taught of God, to preach the Unſearchable Riches of © 

_ Chriſt, to feed ſouls with the: bread” of life, for tze 
people periſh for want of knowledge; darkneſs covers 
the earth, and groſs darkneſs the. people. O Chriſt, 
ariſe, upon a benighted world, give light, thou glorious Þ '. 
fun of righteouſneſs, to thoſe who are in darkneſs, . © 
deſtroy che kingdom and power of ſatan, through the 
preaching of the croſs. O Chriſt take to thyſelf ty 
great power, reign and tread down ſatan, and all thine ' .* = 


to Adis A Aa, ĩᷣ VVV 


t enemies under thy feet, and-fill the- whole earth with 

_ W thy glory; purge all the houſhold of faith from all 
„ their idols, tin and Groſs, ſweep away every deluſion 
4 and refuge of lies, which deceive the ſouls of men 
* Oh! grant that vital godlineſs and the power of reli 
. gion, may every where flouriſh and abound; . Oh! 
Ml let a ſpirit of prayer and ſupplication be poured: out 
II upon all who believe, and let all fleſh ſee the glory f 
97 God. We beg all in the name and through the merits 
id and interceſſion of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, in whoſe 
1d name and words we further pray. Our Father, 
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1 
This may be added on Sabbath Mornings. 


I ORD prepare our hearts to wait 17 ee this 

day, that we may worſhip thee in ſpirit and in 
truth, and be enabled to offer unto thee a ſpiritual ſa. 
crifice of prayer and praiſe, acceptable through Jeſus 
Chriſt; teach us to profit in thy word this day, let it 
be the word of ſalvation to our ſouls, let all who truly 
preach the goſpel, be filled with faith and the Holy 
Ghoſt this day; grant us to be under the divine influ- 
-- - ences of thy ſpirit, that thy ſabbaths and ſervice may 

bde the delight of our ſouls. Oh! bleſs us with much 
of thy preſence in thy ſanctuary, and ſtrengthen us 
_ - out. of Zion; grant all qur petitions, O Lord, for 
"Chriſt's ſake, and fit us for that eternal ſabbath in the 
- kingdom of our Lord Jelus Chriſt, to whom with 
__ thee and the holy ſpirit be all glory, thanks and praiſe, 
fjeuor ever and e %% 


*% a. + 


ver. Amen. | 5 
May the grace of our Lord jeſus Chriſt, and the 
love of God, and the communion of the Holy Ghoſt, 
be with us now and for evermore. Amen. 
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TT LETTERS 
Ve itten to a ytung Perſon under Convicłion 

| ps SARS ee l 
5 a N ; | * «1 

8 Ei» OT 2 


Ak GLORY BRH TO-GODJ= ©, 
Dear Friend, : = o 157 5 
e 4 AM informed, the Lord hath quickened your 


ſoul, awakened you to ſee the dreadful ſtate that 
you and all men are in by nature, and that you are 
ſeeking to flee from the wrath to come, to ſeek reft 
and peace to your ſoul in Jeſus Chriſt; this gives me 
| ang. joy, this is a cauſe of joy to the angels of God, 
Who rejoice. when a finner repents and cries out, 
«© What muſt I do to be ſaved? Lam told this con- 

cern in you began by reading my letter; this is a 
matter of joy, thanks and praiſe, to God from me, 
for be aſſured, twas the ſpirit of God by that con- 
vinced you of fin; opened the eyes of your mind, to 

ſee and feel the burden of fin in your ſoul ; this is that 
[cg of Chriſt, John xvi. 8, 9. *Tis nothing 

leſs than the Almighty ſpirit of God, which have 

raiſed you from the death of fin, ſtirred you up to 

ſeek the pearl of great price, the hidden treaſure of 

the goſpel, to ſecure the one thing need/ul, eternal 
K life! all which is to be found in Jeſus Chriſt, in 
23 whom are all treaſures of wiſdom, knowledge, grace, 
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| 2 e rejoice O young man in 


6. J. 


| peace, xc. all freely * to every ſeeking ſoul. In- 


deed, my dear friend, I rejoice, and praiſe God for 


you, this is the call of God' to nt ur foul, *tis the 
ia 


voice of Chriſt, Which alene s dead fouls tive; 
Awake thou dead ſleeping foul, _ ariſe from the dead, 

and Chriſt ſhall give you, life, Eph. v. 14. and 
John v. 25. This is that gregt work our Lord ſpake 


bf, John, iii. Being. "horte of. the, ſpirit, without 
© which a0 man 25 ſee or enten the kingdom of of God, 
This ought to be matter of 15 


eat joy to you, for ' tis 
ar the ip 4 of Chriſt 
th. given to hear; 
to you, more than to 
Ren you! for hereby 
an heir of glory, 
eign with him in 
I may ſay to 


iy and again 1 ſay, 
* TO that 
od hath called you from ſin, miſery, wrath, curſe, 


and the ſlavery of the devil, from. the curſe of hell, 
to be an heir of glory! God is peculiarly; leaſed with 


faid. John v. They tha 
nan bye. ws the Lord: 8 


this is an unſpeakable pleſſing 
have crowns and kingdoms 

you are called to be a child of Go 
a joint heir with Chriſt ; to live: 
Joy, eternal peace and endleſs, 
you in the Apoftle's words, rejo1 


__ early piery, he delights in Zone men who ſeek the 


Lord, in youth: tis the command, Remem- 
r Lb thy creator in the days of youth. Eecle. xii. 1. 


\#/promiſe of blefling to ſuch is, I love them who love 


me, and bee who ſeek me early, ſhall find me, 
Prov. viii. 1 See alſs/the kr fiſt chapters of 
"Proverbs. ' 1 LE have wrir an hundred letters in 


'vain, had not the Lord bleſt and uſed it, and applied 


it by his ſpirit to your. heart; 1 hope this will be bleſt 


alſo, pray that it may be ſanQified to your comfort 


And joy of faith; let me give you a word of advice, 


when the jailor was awakened, in Acts xvi. he cryed 


out, what muſt I do to be ſaved. The Apoſtle ſaid, 
Lan Believe on the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and thou malt 


be ſaved. So I ſay to vou, your great work is to 


'Felieve, for by faith we are united to Chriſt, as a 


bpranch to a vine, ſee John xv. by this union your 
doul receives Tight, life, Brace, ſtrength, and a ne 


; nature 
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nature in Chriſt; all is in Chriſt, whatever yon 
want, you are compleat in him. Coll. ii. 9, ro. and 
1 Cor. i. 39. all Which you muſt ſeek by prayer- 
God is your kind father in Chriſt, tis his great love 
hath called you, while thouſands ate poſting to hell! 
go to him often, cry to him in prayer, retire to con- 
verſe with God in prayer, and in reading his word, 
all God's promiſes you may turn into prayers and his 
commands too, be alone, and pray as much as poſ- 
ſible, every prayer you make is heard, and will bring 
a bleſſing, when yon ſigh, groan, or your ſoul defirs - _ 
grace, tis prayer. Read Romans, viii. 2, 6. you may 
pray without words, God ſeeth the wiſhes of your heart 
you may ſpeak to God more freely than to any man, 
no man love you as God does, pray thus, till you can 
pray better, Lord teach me by thy ſpirit. O let ma 
be taught of thee, O God, enlighten my mind, lead 
me into. all truth, reveal Jeſus Chriſt in my heart; 
unite my ſoul to Chriſt, create a divine faith in me, 
Lord increaſe my faith, Eord dwell in me by thy. 
ſpirit, ſanctify and teach me to pray, pour out upon 
me the ſpirit of grace and ſupplication, Lord open 
my underſtanding, that I may underſtand the ſcrip- 
tures, &c. &c. The Pſalms will afford you matten 
for prayer alſo, thus good people prayed of old, and 
thus we may pray now-with great benefit and com- 
fort, better than any form Which cannot ſuit every 
caſe, or ſpeak the wants of our ſouls. Pleaſe to read 
and conſider theſe ſeriptures, and pray the Lord: to + 
apply them to your heart. I ſuppoſe the fear of 
God's wrath, and the burden of fin and guilt, oppres 
and trouble your mind: To obtain pardon and peace, 
you mult act faith on the blood of Chriſt, this alone 
taketh away ſin, ſtrive and pray to believe God's pro- 
miſes to pardon all who believe; when you obtain faith _ 
in Chriſt's blood, you will have pardon and peace. 
Read Iſaiah, xlii. 25. and the xliy. 22. where Gd 
promiſes to blot: out all fin through Chriſt's blood. 
The Blood of Chriſt cleanſeth from all fn, 1 John i. 7. 
This is that fountain opened for ſin and uncleanneſs, _ 
ENTS. | ES; V 
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5 on your: knees in private, as often as poffible, thus 


dat 1 chall be glad to ſee you, to talk with and pray 


Zion. May the Lord be with you; to teach, bleſs,.: 


1 . 
Tech. xiii. 1. We muſt flee daily, nay hourly, to 
waſh in this blood, to purge away fin and guilt; 
all who believe are pardoned, juſtified, accepted in 
_ Chriſt. See Acts x. 43. and chap. viii. 38, 39. This 
is all a free gift of God's love, do not think that you 
mult tay till you are better, before you go to Chriſt, 
this is the ruin of many, we muſt go juſt as we are to 
be healed, we are fick, diſeaſed by ſin, none can heal 
us but Chriſt, this trouble is his call to you, Come 
unto me all that are weary, heavy laden, I will give 
Fou reſt. Matt. xi. 28, 29. Goto this almighty phy- 
fician, he calls you, he loves you, hath died to fave 
„ he intercedes in heaven for you! cry to him, 
cleanſe me from my fins, let thy precious blood 
be ſprinkled on my heart, ſoul and | conſcience, to 
Purge away fin, guilt, and to ſubdue and deſtroy all 
fin in me. Lord help, heal me, and give me true 
ſaving faith. O Lamb of God take away my fins, 
grant me thy peace, &c. &c. Thus you may pray 


vou may pray at your buſineſs, when you walk in all 
places, od ſees Jour heart, and will grant all your 
| prayers in due time, Pray that the Lord may bleſs 
- 20. your comfort what I have written, if you can 
write, ſend me the ſtate of your mind, and cher per- 
haps I can ſpeak better, or adviſe more properly; 
with you, I ſhall be willing to write, ſpeak, adviſe, 
or do any thing to help you forward in your way to 
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ſanctify, and guide you to all grace, uk ponce, and 
bring you to glory. 1 am, with love and reſpect, your 
friend and ſervant in Jeſus, oF © 


P. 8. You have got one of thoſe little books, 
% The great Duty of Believing on the Son of- God,” 
mark it well, that will lead you to ſee Chriſt is. All in 
All; pray the Lord to bleſs it to you and all you read, 
without which, you'll read in vain, if God teach you, 

then you'll profit and underftand.  "—I (4 4 A 
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Fond among the Papers of the ate, ar 


"bis Deceqſe. 
All Glory be « to God, | 


My Friend, is je by 
AN now ref mg a laſt — _ this wks RY 


all its wretchedneſs and vanities! I am now on the 


% 


Ir ink of eternity, going to paſs that dark and unknown 


Paſſage of death! to worlds above: this is a trying 
time!] this is a time that diſcovers the deceits of all 
3 s the world admire: how poor! empty and vais 

all riches, pleaſures and profits of life appear. at 
3 hour of death! believe. me you'll ſee things in 


another light when you come to die! you'll think me 
then your beſt and. trueſt frievd, when I tell you + 
2 


ace or true conſolation but a divine faith in the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and in the infinite love and free 
grace of God, through him, manifeited to our hearts 
and ſouls by the Holy Spirit, whereby our ſins are 


pardoned through the precious Blood of Chriſt! our 


”. Jouls being united to Chriſt by a vital union (as the 


branch grows in the vine) we have ſpiritual life in the 


ſou], divine light in the mind, and divine love in the 
heart, this inclines the heart to love and glorify God, 


from this principle alone ſpring thoſe good Wen TY 


which. God accepts, ſee 1 3th Article of. the Church, 
reag: alſo 9, to, 11, 12 Articles, you will find che 


_ dedrine you hear quite oppoſite to them; and to the 


Lituxgy and the word of God in the Covenant of 


the 


Eur 


nothing then will be able to give you any comfort. 


the word of Gock the only foundation of all doctrine?— 
'The ſcripture ſays we are all by nature dead in fin, 
blind in heart, haters of God, &c. therefore unleſs 
we be born of the Spirit, or renewed in heart and ſou], 
we cannot enter the kingdom of God—theſe I know 
by bleſſed experience are true—l now find that bleſſed 
ſupport and comfort they give the ſoul in a dying 
hour! I have a divine peace and reſt on God, as my 
God and Father in Chriſt—1 am going to endleſs joy, 
glory and happineſs unſpeakable—I know I am in 
_ Chriſt and Chriſt in me I am going to him whom my 
ſoul loveth, becauſe he hath loved me, waſhed me 

from my ſins in his own Blood ! this! this! is all my 
hope, truſt and confidence, &c.— believe me, my Friend, 
an vuifide religion will not ſave us!—O!! do not de- 
ceive yourſelf any longer, to live as the world do and 
yet hope to be ſaved ;——heaven and hell will as ſoon 
_meet.—Chritt ſays he avay is narrow but few find it.” 
Inn my £xperience, (which with God's leave will be 
Printed) you will ſee by what means the Lord open'd 
my eyes and turned me from darkneſs to light. — 
My_ſpirits fail: I can write no more. II refer to 
my former letter—accept theſe little Books as a trifle to 
remember me from a dying Friend—May the ſpirit of 
*Chriſt teach you to underſtand, believe and obey, 
for what will it profit you, if you gain the whole world 
and loſe your own ſoul !—death. will ſoon be with 
. you ſoon you will be in heaven or hell—O ! flee to 
Chhriſt for a new heart and ſpirit, for a divine faith 
in, and union of ſou] with him, that we may meet in 
> heaven! May Thou, O Lord, grant it, for thy love - 
1 andmeccy*slakte! oo 5 . 4 
| $55 © Þ 3 Your dying Friend, 1 * 3 
V8. | Sie Te * 


- You'll not receive this until I am in Eternity! 
farewell! may we meet in heaven ! but at preſent 
Paou are entirely out of heaven's road, living in enmi- 
ty againſt God and true holineſs, entirely deſtiture 

_ - andignorant of that Faith which overcomes the _ . 
1 | 8 | WV AICO 
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which purifies the heart—which worketh by love 


which unites the ſoul to Chriſt and is the only prin- 
ciple of divine life in the ſoul, without which you 
cannot be ſaved !—you follow the ways of the world —- 
the deſires of the fleſh, and the corrupt will, and this 
you falſely call living like a Chriſtian, whereas tis 
entirely oppoſite to the Chriſtian life, and contradiQs 


| the whole tenor of God's word, and proves that you 


are blind in heart, dead in fin, entirely ignorant of 
Chriſt and of all divine grace, faith and love! —-you 


that are led by the cuſtom and example of a corrupt 
world, and rather believe what blind, wicked men 


ſay, than God's word, in this you make God a liar, 
and ſuch are condemned already, ſee John iii. ch. 


the outſide and form of religion without the power 


will only rank you among ſcripture hypocrites, whoſe 


very prayers are an abomination to God, becauſe their 
hearts, ſouls and affections are not towards God, but 


towards the world, the fleſh and fin, and what the heart 
1s ſet upon and delights in, that, and that alone is the 


God or idol we worſhip ; therefore a few compliments 


of the lips, when the heart is with its pleaſures,” pro- 
fits and vanities, is what God abhors, but tis what 
the world admires and approves. Moe be to you when , 


all men ſpeak well of y, The world loves its own, _ * 


and hates every thing that God loves and commands. 


Holineſs is happineſs : God is holineſs itſelf, there. 
fore is happineſs and bleſſedneſs irſelf; in proportion 


as we are holy, we are and muſt be happy. Sin is 


the fountain and cauſe of all miſery : judgments, fick- _ 
neſs and death itſelf is the wages of ſin; and everlaſt= _ © ® 
ing death and curſe muſt be the portion of every one 
who is not delivered from the power and dominion ß 
fin in this life, thro? faith in the blood and merits f 
Chriſt ; for“ auizhout holineſs no man all ſee the Lord. 
indeed he cannot, for heaven itſelf would be hell to 


an unholy ſoul. May the Lord in great mercy and 


love ſhew and convince you of theſe things, for until! + ; 
you are taught of God, they will appear fooliſhneſs * * 
to you and al „„ or OR 
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